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ABSTRACT:On the basis of the data of the General statistics office for the period 2005- 2015, the article uses 

the descriptive statistics method to analyze and assess the current situation of agricultural land distribution in 

Viet Nam according to use objects and livelihood of Viet Nam rural households. The article shows that land 

users are mainly households. Households’ scale was small, fragmentary, unconcentrated. Livelihoods of 

households depend mainly on agricultural land. Monthly income per capita was created by agricultural 

production appropriated a significant proportion in self- employment. But efficiency of land use was low. 

Hence, livelihood of agricultural production households was not high. The reason is due to the application of 

scientific advances in production is limited, educational level is low. People produce in the traditional way, self-

sufficient, access to international markets limited. Income of regions are different, gender is one of the 

determinants of income. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 
Land has inherent value, and it createsvalue. A plot of land can provide a household with physical, 

financial, and nutritionalsecurity, and provide a labourer with a source of wages (Tim Hanstad and authors, 

2014). With Viet Nam the country has nearly 16 million rural households. Although the country exports 

agricultural products, so livelihood of rural people depend on agricultural land but agricultural productivity is 

very low. Specially, with cultivations only 204,000 VND /day, livestock 228,000 VND/day and fishery 275,000 

VND/day (Bao Van, 2018).  

Livelihood security means secured ownership of, or access to, resources and income-earning activities, 

including reserves and assets to offset risks, ease shocks and meet contingencies (S.S. Acharya, 2006). Hence, 

the article researches and evaluates agricultural land and livelihood of household in Viet Nam in order to show 

reality agricultural land use of households in Viet Nam rural and livelihood of agricultural production 

households. 
 

II. MATERIALS AND METHODS 
Based on the data of the General statistics office for the period 2005- 2015, the article uses the 

descriptive statistics method to analyze and assess the current situation of agricultural land distribution in Viet 

Nam according to use objects and livelihood of Viet Nam rural households. 

. 

III. REVIEW OF LITERATURE 
Agricultural land 

Agricultural land is suitable for agricultural production including crops and livestock. This is the main 

source of agricultural production. (FAO, 2013 and Glossary of staistical terms, 2007). According to Land Law 

2013, agricultural land by purpose of use includes: land of agricultural production, forestry land, aquaculture 

lad, salt land and other agricultural land (Parliamentary, 2013). 

Agricultural household 

A household is considered to be an agricultural household when at least one member of the household 

is operating a holding (farming household) or when the household head, reference person or main income earner 

is economically active in agriculture (OECD, 2001). According to Parliamentary (2013) agricultural households 

are households that have been assigned, leased or recognized by the State with the right to use agricultural land, 

receive agricultural land use rights and have stable incomes from agricultural production. 
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Livelihood 

According to Chambers & Conway (1991) a livelihood comprises the capabilities, assets (including 

both material and social resources) and activities required for a means of living. A livelihood is sustainable 

when it can cope with and recover from stress and shocks and maintain or enhance its capabilities and assets 

both now and in the future, while not undermining the natural resource base. Poor people in rural areas, 

including those with no land, typically derive half their household income from farming (UNISDR, 2015) 

Roles of agricultural land with livelihood of household 

Agriculture plays four fundamental roles in poverty eradication: 

- Through contributing to economic growth and the "quality" of that growth in terms of its benefits to the 

poor; 

- As a key basis of livelihood strategies for hundreds of millions of the world’s poorest people; 

- As a provider of locally available staple foods for the poor; and 

- Through the sustainable management of natural resources (DFID, 2002) 

Agricultural production is based mainly on land. Land has inherent value, and it createsvalue. A plot of land 

can provide a household with physical, financial, and nutritionalsecurity, and provide a labourer with a source of 

wages (Tim Hanstad and authors, 2014). 

Land-based livelihoods make a much more valuable contribution to rural livelihoods than the 

conventional wisdom dictates. There is also evidence that reliance on the land and natural resources is 

increasing as jobs in the formal sector become more scarce. These land-based livelihoods are critical to the 

survival and health of most rural households, particularly the very poor. In addition to providing for the basic 

needs of rural households, land-based livelihoods play a vital role in reducing their vulnerability to risks – risks 

such as the loss of a job or a pension, drought, floods, disease and death.  (Maura Andrew and authors, 2003). 

 

IV. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
Reality of household agricultural land distribution 

 Table 1 shows that agricultural land in Viet Nam accounted for a significant proportion of total land 

area in the period 2005- 2015. In 2015, this area appropriated 74.94%, in 2015 this area increased and accounted 

82.36% of total land area. Average of this area raised 4.48% from 2005 to 2015. If land was allocated for users, 

agricultural land would be allocated for household appropriated nearly 60% and this land area tended to 

increase. 

Table 1. Agricultural land by use objects (annual 1st, January) 

 Land Area 

  

2005 
 

2010 
 

2015 
 

Compared (%) 

Area 

(ha) 

Rate 

(%) 

Area 

(ha) 

Rate 

(%) 

Area 

(ha) 

Rate 

(%) 
10/05 15/10 Average 

Total land area 33121159 100.00 33095351 100.00 33123056 100.00 99.92 100.08 100.00 

Agricultural land 24822559 74.94 26197449 79.16 27281040 82.36 105.54 104.14 104.84 

Land was 

allocated  for 

users  

21275314 85.71 22744450 86.82 24497498 89.80 106.91 107.71 107.31 

Agricultural land  

was allocated  for 

Household 

12430336 58.43 13915199 61.18 15018428 61.31 111.95 107.93 109.92 

Land was 

allocated for 

managers  

3547245 14.29 3452999 13.18 2783542 10.20 97.34 80.61 88.58 

Resource: General Department of Land Administration, Viet Nam Ministry of Natural Resources and 

Environment 

Results of analysis shows that agricultural land of Viet Nam which is used by main households. In Viet 

Nam, the land is owned by the state, households are owned land use rights. 
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The number of rural households had a downward trend from 2006 to 2016. Low average was 6.36%. 

Inside, agricultural households appropriated nearly 90%. These households live mainly in the countryside. 

The number of workable people in labour age also rose in this period. Average increased 0.65%. 

Number of workable people in labour age of agriculture and fishery decreased but the number of workable 

people in labour age of forestry raised. But number of workable people in labour age of agriculture accounted 

for a significant proportion about nearly 50% (table 2). 

 

Table 2. Number of rural households and number of workable people in labour age by kinds of economic 

activity 

Resource: General statistics office (2011, 2016) 

Although agricultural land of Viet Nam accounts for a significant proportion. This land is used by rural 

households. Livelihood of rural households depends on agricultural production. Scale of household agricultural 

land is small and fragmentary, unconcentrative. The average agricultural household area was about 0.46 ha and 

average was divided 2.83 sections in 2017. Land size of Vietnamese farmer households is lower than China’s 

land size and much lower than other Asian countries’ land size (Tran Ngoc, 2017). 

Table 3 shows structure of agricultural, forestry and fishery households by size of agricultural, forestry 

and fishery land area in use. Agricultural land scale went up from 2011 to 2016 but the increase is not 

significant. 

There is a shift in the proportion of households who have land area such as no land, under 0,5ha, 0,5 to 

under 2 ha, 2 to under 5ha, 5 to under 10ha, 10 ha and over. Inside, landless Households and households have 

size of agricultural, forestry and fishery land area under 0,5ha fell. Households have size of agricultural, forestry 

and fishery land area0,5 to under 2 ha, 2 to under 5ha, 5 to under 10ha, 10 ha and over increased slightly. 

Although, policy makers pointed out the limitations of fragmentation but they don’t agree to be a 

negative phenomenon (Patrik Sundqvist và Lisa Andersson, 2006). 

This means households can produce a wide variety of crops, reduce the risk of crop failure by using a 

variety of land types. 

 

Table 3. Structure of agricultural, forestry and fishery households by size of agricultural, forestry and 

fishery land area in use 
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Livelihood of Viet Nam households 

According to the VHLSS 2016, the gap in monthly average income per capita of the richest household 

quintile and the poorest one was 9.8 times, increasing in comparison to the gap of previous years (8.1 times in 

2002, 8.3 times in 2004, 8.4 times in 2006, 8.9 times in 2008, 9.2 times in 2010, 9.4 times in 2012, and 9.7 times 

in 2014). 

The VHLSS 2016 showed that the national Gini coefficient was 0.431 (0.42 in 2002, 2004 and 2006; 

0.43 in 2008, 2010, 2012 and 2014). 

The “40%” standard developed by the World Bank is used for assessing the income distribution of the 

population. This standard assess the proportion of income held by the 40% poorest people in the population. If 

this proportion is less than 12%, there is a high income inequality. If it ranges from 12% - 17%, income 

inequality is medium and if the proportion is greater than 17%, relative equality is considered to have been 

reached. This proportion in Viet Nam in terms of share of households was 18% in 2002, 17.4% in 2004, 17.4% 

in 2006, 16.4% in 2008, 15% in 2010, 15% in 2012, 15% in 2014 and 14.8% in 2016. According to this 

standard, Viet Nam’s income distribution in the population is quite equal but the trend is moving towards 

becoming less equal. 

Table 4. The Government's poverty lines for period 2010-2016 

Unit: VND 

  Urban Rural 

2010 500,000 400,000 

2011 600,000 480,000 

2012 660,000 530,000 

2014 750,000 605,000 

2016 780,000 630,000 

Resource:  General statistics office of Viet Nam (2016) 

 Table 4 shows that Vietnamese Government's poverty lines for period 2010-2016 between urban and 

rural had a difference. This is the basis for assessing livelihoods of households who use agricultural land. 

 In order to evaluate livelihood of households, The article use data of monthly income per capita by 

source of income (At current prices), source of urban – rural, source of sex of household head. 

Total monthly income per capita by source of income (At current prices) (table 5) from 2006 to 2016 

raised. Monthly income of salary reached the highest level and monthly income rate of salary had been 

increasing. In 2006, it was 636, 500 VND, in 2016 it was 3097,600 VND. 

Although in Viet Nam number of agricultural production households and agricultural land area is used 

by households appropriate a significant proportion, monthly income per capita by agriculture is average. This 

income raised slightly and was low from 2006 to 2016. The proportion of this income had a downward trend. In 

2006 it accounted for 20.74%, in 2016 it decreased and accounted for 13.83%. Besides, monthly income per 

capita by construction, wholesale, retail sale, other services in income of self-employment and others tended to 

increase. 

If monthly income per capita divided source of urban – rural. Both urban and rural had monthly income 

per capita to rise.  Table 6 shows that monthly income per capita of urban is higher than rural. Main income 

source of urban and rural was created by wage. Besides, income source of rural was created agriculture 

production. In Viet Nam both of urban and rural had monthly income per capita by construction, wholesale, 

retail sale, other services in income of self- employment and others increased. 

Generally, the income generated by agriculture, forestry and fishery tended to decrease. The Causes are 

policies of Vietnamese government such as resolution No 26-NQ/TW – The seventh meeting of the 10
th

 central 

executive committee on agriculture, farmers and rural areas, The 12
th

 meeting of 10
th

 central committee about 

economic restructuring and industrial development. 

 Viet Nam have six regions: Red River Delta, Northern midland and mountain areas, North Central area 

and Central coastal areas, Central Highlands, South East, Mekong River Delta. Monthly income per capita by 

source of region (table 7) shows that different regions also had different income. Inside, monthly income per 

capita of South East was highest, monthly income per capita of Northern midland and mountain areas was 

lowest in the period from 2006 to 2016. 

 It can say that monthly income per capita of Mekong River Delta was created by agriculture was 

second only to Central Highlands. Although this region has the area of agricultural land is larger than other 

areas. It is accreted by Cuu Long alluvium every year. Mekong River Delta is a large delta area and is the largest 

agricultural area in Viet Nam, has capable of providing large- sale and high- quality raw materials for the 

processing industry. However, the educational level is low and human resource training system of region does 

not meet the requirements of human resource development for agricultural industry (Ha Thi Thuy Duong and 

Dang Quoc Tien, 2018) 
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 Monthly income per capita by agriculture of Central Highlands was highest in Viet Nam from 2006 to 

2016. 

Table 5. Monthly income per capita by source of income (At current prices) 

 
Resource:  General statistics office of Viet Nam (2016) 

 

Table 6. Monthly income per capita by source of urban - rural 

Resource:  General statistics office of Viet Nam (2016) 

 

Table 7. Monthly income per capita by source of region 
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Resource:  General statistics office of Viet Nam (2016) 

 

Table 8. Monthly income per capita by source of sex of household head 

Resource:  General statistics office of Viet Nam (2016) 

 

 Central Highlands have the main products of Viet Nam, with high market demand, reach the export 

value of billions of dollars a year such as coffee, rubber, cashew nuts, vegetables, fruits and flowers… (Quang 

Huy, 2017). 

 Compared to gross income, monthly income per capita by agriculture of regions is not high. 

If monthly income per capita divided source of sex of household head, income of female is higher than 

income of male. But income rate of female was created by agricultural production was lower than income of 

male rate was created by agricultural (table 8). 

Reality of agricultural land and livelihood of households in Viet Nam shows that agricultural land was 

used mainly by households. However, households’ scale was small, fragmentary, unconcentrated. Efficiency of 

land use was low. Hence, livelihood of agricultural production households was not high. Monthly income per 

capita was created by agricultural production appropriated a significant proportion in self- employment. Inside, 

monthly income per capita was created by agricultural production of Central Highlands was highest, monthly 
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income per capita was created by agricultural production of male accounted for a proportion higher than 

monthly income per capita was created by agricultural production of female. 

Generally, livelihood of rural households in Viet Nam is low. The reason is due to the application of 

scientific advances in production is limited, educational level is low. People produce in the traditional way, self-

sufficient, access to international markets limited. Income of regions are different, 

As a result, improving livelihoods of households, households should link to production to accumulate 

land to develop goods, apply of technical advances into production, connect with businesses to build a chain of 

agricultural products to stabilize production and increase the value of agricultural products. 

 

V. CONCLUSION 
The results show that land users are mainly households. Households’ scale was small, fragmentary, 

unconcentrated. Livelihoods of households depend mainly on agricultural land. Different regions have different 

income, gender is one of the determinants of income. Generally, monthly income per capita of households who 

product agriculture is low. households should link to production to accumulate land, apply of technical advances 

into production, connect with businesses to build a chain of agricultural products to stabilize production and 

increase the value of agricultural products in order to improve livelihood. 

 

REFERENCES 
[1] Bao Van, Agricultural labor productivity in Viet Nam is low. People’s newspaper, 2018, 

http://www.nhandan.com.vn/kinhte/item/36155902-nang-suat-lao-dong-nong-nghiep-viet-nam-dat-

thap.html,. 

[2] Central executive committee (2008). Resolution No 26-NQ/TW – The seventh meeting of the 10
th

 

central executive committee on agriculture, farmers and rural areas 

[3] Department for International Development (DFID), Better Livelihoods for Poor People: The Role of 

Agriculture. 2002, 

https://www.iatp.org/sites/default/files/Better_Livelihoods_for_Poor_People_The_Role_of.htm. 

[4] FAO, Definition of agricutural land. FAO STAT Glossary, 2013. 

[5] Tim Hanstad and authors, 2014.  Land and livelihoods-  Making land rights real for India’s rural poor. 

[6] Glossary of statistical termas, Definition of agricutural land. The organisation for economic co-

coperation and developvement, 2007. 

[7] Ha Thi Thuy Duong and Dang Quoc Tien, To develop the industry for the industrial sector in Me Kong 

River Delta. Political Theory, 2018, http://lyluanchinhtri.vn/home/index.php/thuc-tien/item/2431-phat-

trien-cong-nghiep-phuc-vu-nong-nghiep-o-dong-bang-song-cuu-long-hien-nay.html. 

[8] Maura Andrew and authors,. Evaluating land and agrarian reform in South Africa Land- Use and 

livelihoods. Programme for Land and Agrarian Studies School of Government University of the 

Western Cape, 2003, pp 2-4. https://www.plaas.org.za/sites/default/files/publications-

pdf/ELARSA%2008.pdf 

[9] Patrik Sundqvist, Lisa Andersson,Thesis: A study of the impacts of land fragmentation on agricultural 

productivity in Northern Vietnam. Department of economics. Uppsala University, 2006. 

[10] Parliamentary, Land law No: 45/2013/QH11 November 29, 2013. Ha Noi, Viet Nam, 2013. 

[11] Quang Huy, Central Highlands became a major production of agricultural commodities in Viet Nam. 

News, 2017, https://baotintuc.vn/chinh-sach-va-cuoc-song/tay-nguyen-tro-thanh-vung-san-xuat-nong-

san-hang-hoa-lon-cua-ca-nuoc-20170417093723272.htm 

[12] S.S. Acharya, Sustainable Agriculture and Rural Livelihoods. Agricultural Economics Research 

Review, Vol. 19 July-December 2006 pp 205-217. 

[13] Tran Ngoc, Fragmentary land- Discourage long-term investment in agriculture. VOV.VN, 2017, 

https://vov.vn/kinh-te/dat-dai-manh-mun-luc-can-dau-tu-dai-han-vao-nong-nghiep-613756.vov. 

[14] OECD, Agricultural household. Handbook of Household Surveys, Revised Edition, Studies in 

Methods, Series F, No. 31, United Nations, New York, 1984, para. 13.15, 

2001.https://stats.oecd.org/glossary/detail.asp?ID=73 

[15] UNISDR, 2015. Guidance note on recovery livelihood. 

https://www.unisdr.org/files/16771_16771guidancenoteonrecoveryliveliho.pdf 

http://www.nhandan.com.vn/kinhte/item/36155902-nang-suat-lao-dong-nong-nghiep-viet-nam-dat-thap.html
http://www.nhandan.com.vn/kinhte/item/36155902-nang-suat-lao-dong-nong-nghiep-viet-nam-dat-thap.html
https://www.iatp.org/sites/default/files/Better_Livelihoods_for_Poor_People_The_Role_of.htm
http://lyluanchinhtri.vn/home/index.php/thuc-tien/item/2431-phat-trien-cong-nghiep-phuc-vu-nong-nghiep-o-dong-bang-song-cuu-long-hien-nay.html
http://lyluanchinhtri.vn/home/index.php/thuc-tien/item/2431-phat-trien-cong-nghiep-phuc-vu-nong-nghiep-o-dong-bang-song-cuu-long-hien-nay.html
https://www.plaas.org.za/sites/default/files/publications-pdf/ELARSA%2008.pdf
https://www.plaas.org.za/sites/default/files/publications-pdf/ELARSA%2008.pdf
https://baotintuc.vn/chinh-sach-va-cuoc-song/tay-nguyen-tro-thanh-vung-san-xuat-nong-san-hang-hoa-lon-cua-ca-nuoc-20170417093723272.htm
https://baotintuc.vn/chinh-sach-va-cuoc-song/tay-nguyen-tro-thanh-vung-san-xuat-nong-san-hang-hoa-lon-cua-ca-nuoc-20170417093723272.htm
https://vov.vn/kinh-te/dat-dai-manh-mun-luc-can-dau-tu-dai-han-vao-nong-nghiep-613756.vov
https://stats.oecd.org/glossary/detail.asp?ID=73
https://www.unisdr.org/files/16771_16771guidancenoteonrecoveryliveliho.pdf

