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ABSTRACT: Since 1999, the Nigerian diaspora has received a lot of attention from government and other
agencies in the attempt to further encourage their contributions. Their contributions however have not had a
corresponding response beyond remittances. The challenge of development is a basic need of developing countries.
The need to benefit from its diaspora is an important compendium for Nigeria, as in other developing countries.
Some factors however constitute hindrances to the efforts of the diaspora. These factors include but are not limited
to corruption, lack of infrastructure, lack of good governance, challenges facing democratic sustenance, amongst
others. In the face of such challenges, this paper provides recommendations to assist the country to tap into the
resource base of its diaspora. The paper focused on the American and British Diaspora Nigerians.
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l. INTRODUCTION

Research has provided ample evidence to show that from the 1980s, the global economic recessions coupled with
military interventions and political dominance created a hostile socio- political cum economic atmosphere that
intensified migrations (African Foundation for Development, 2000, African Diaspora Policy Centre, 2011). For
example in Nigeria, so many anti people policies were put in place by successive military governments such as;
austerity measure, Structural Adjustment Programme (SAP), War Against Indiscipline (WAI) and others (Adu,
2016:15). The harsh economic policies of the 1980s and 1990s, such as the SAP (a World Bank Programme of
adjustment) further intensified unemployment and poverty amid stunted economic growth. This triggered the desire
and actually forced so many young Nigerians to migrate to most European Countries and America in search of a
better life (ibid). This growing population of Diaspora citizens creates a viable population of resource that can be
harnessed by the Nigerian government and citizenry to benefit the country’s development (ibid).

Between the 1980s and 1990s, the continued spate of migrations to the developed countries (consequent upon
negative socio- political and economic climate in the country) increased the population of Nigerians outside the
country. This growing population further increased with the introduction of the visa lottery which gave opportunity
to migrants to emigrate with their relatives (ibid). It is also noted that, by 1999, emerging new grounds of
democratic reordering brought the administration of President Olusegun Obasanjo. Obasanjo identified the need to
tap into the growing resource base of the Nigerian Diaspora, a body of professionals, artisans, and students, who
were interested in contributing to the development of the country. (Nworah, 2010 cited Obasanjo). To achieve these
objectives, the Obasanjo administration went all out with projects and proposals to encourage the Nigerian diaspora
to participate in development (Adu, 2016: ibid).

Importantly also, records have shown the growing population of Diaspora Nigerians to amount to about 15million in
2009 (Hagher, 2009, Nworah, 2010). For most educated Nigerians, Nworah recorded the United States of America
and the United Kingdom has been the top destinations using 2003 data from the Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development (OECD). Presenting a similar picture, but with a breakdown by country that uses
2000-20001 census data, the University of Sussex’s Global Migrant Origin Database reveals that nearly a quarter of
Nigerians were in Sudan, with 14 percent in the United States, 9 percent in the United Kingdom, 8 percent in
Cameroon, and 5 percent in Ghana, much smaller populations were scattered around Africa, Europe and Asia.
(Cited in Nworah, 2010) (Adepoju also corroborated the fact that the highest flow of Nigerian immigrant is to the
United States and the United Kingdom, Adepoju, 2010, Mberu, undated).
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Migration studies in research, international discourse and policy circles have also identified African countries as
being on the receiving end of concerns in the developed north (Oucho, 2008). The 1970s and 1980s, with
emigration of professionals and the best educated was outrageous deprivation of human resources very much
needed by the upcoming independent countries. From the 1990s, African international migration has been viewed as
an important resource for development in African countries because of remittances, but Oucho noted that there is no
unanimity of evidence and conclusions drawn from existing literature, insisting that more work is still required on
the Diaspora, migration and development index (ibid).

Arising from this substantive facts are the problematic of this study which are - Destination country assessment of
Diaspora’s contributions to national development is few and restricted to remittances and contributions of
professionals (ibid, Nworah, 2010). It is also important to recognize that, challenges to Diaspora intervention create
an important bridge preventing the Diaspora from contributing to the development of the state. Such challenges,
after being identified need policy suggestions to overcome them. These then created the lacuna which this research
intends to fill to assist Nigeria’s development.

CONTRIBUTIONS OF DIASPORA NIGERIANS IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND THE
UNITED KINGDOM TO NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Nigerians in the diaspora have variedly contributed to Nigeria’s development as noted by political analysts,
journalists, politicians, academicians, stakeholders, the World Bank and others. World Bank records show that
Nigerians in the Diaspora contribute more to the nation’s economy than (34) thirty four of the country’s thirty six
(36) states (World Bank, 2012). In a recent World Bank report, a total of 21 billion dollars was remitted back home
during the course of year 2012. The World Bank’s remittance unit’s report also indicated that only Lagos and
Rivers States have higher Gross Domestic Products (GDP) than the amount remitted back home by the
diaspora(Nigerian Diaspora in the British Diaspora and Nigeria’s Development, Undated).

Lagos State recorded GDP for 2012 is 33.67 billion dollars while that of Rivers State is 21.67 billion
dollars.(ibid) On a country unit bases, the United States remitted 12.26 billion while the United Kingdom 7.76
billion in 2012. Records also show that Nigeria is fifth in the global remittance table behind India, China, and
Philipines and Mexico whose diasporas sent 70 billion dollars, and 24 billion dollars back home respectively.(ibid).
In 2011, the diaspora population was more than many states in Nigeria. The bank recorded that, in the UK for
instance, the population of Nigerians is in excess of 2 million, higher than the population of Bayelsa State which is
1.9 million.(ibid) The World Bank also records, remittances are said to account for 5% of total National GDP
(World Bank report, 2012)

Diaspora Nigerian organisations, individual, and corporate bodies and their transnational interventions can
bridge over ethnicized boundaries of belonging to articulate and pursue visions of Nigeria’s national development.
Lampert insists that:

While they are involved in the politics of belonging and the progress of “home” in
ways that are clearly much more ambivalent than globalizing discourses of diaspora
and development might hope their potential for contributing to a unified and
properous Nigeria should not be dismissed. (Lampert, 2009:9)

Chakhalyan (2007), discussing the potentials of Armenian Diaspora for economic development, noted
Frienkman’s critical assessment of the Armenian Diasporas homeland involvement. Chakhalyan (ibid)argued that
Diaspora’s role in mobilizing and generating humanitarian assistance and foreign development aid has adverse
effect on the country’s democratic development and economic reforms (ibid). Frienkman is quoted as noting the
Diaspora’s assistance efforts as being inefficient to homeland development agenda. (Cited in Chakhalyan, 2007:9).
Further Chakhalyan (ibid) noted Tatul Manasarya’s argument that the lack of strategic approach to (the)
development agenda has been the major impediment that has not been properly addressed by both the side of the
diaspora and the homeland. This negative opinion notwithstanding, the diaspora has major positive impact on the
development of their home countries.

Available records show that organizational efforts such as with Non-governmental organisations, ethno-
reliigous bodies and social organisations have made positive concerted efforts to build the homeland and also to
assist the homeland in development, especially in poverty alleviation. Professional associations have also made
notable impacts, especially the associations of medical physicians. Remittance record the most popular and notable
effort of diaspora in poverty alleviation and overall development of thier locality. The World Bank records that in
2010 overall remitaance to Nigeria and most developing countries surpassed the ODA and foreign Aid from the
developed countries.(World Bank, 2012)
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The institutionalisation of Diaspora Bond has also been seen as a veritable source of development
intervention in infrastructural development of Nigeria. Noting the relevant inputs of the Diaspora to homeland
development, the African Diaspora Policy Centre, in its 2011 submission, noted that:

The Diaspora has emerged as a major developmental actor in an increasingly
independent and globalizing world. It is now widely acknowledged that as trans-
nationalized individuals, groups, and communities, the Diaspora — with their
accumulated financial and social capital — are capable of making significant
contributions to the political and socio-economic development of their home
countries. (African Diaspora Policy Centre, 2011:1).

It is further noted by the Centre that, these Diasporas acquired knowledge and entreprenuerial management
of business enterprises.(ibid). They maintain contact with business partners and potential investors in their host
countries to facilitate investment in trade and production outfits in small-and-medium-scale factories (ibid).
Influential social positions necessary to engender political outcome in their host countries in favour of their home
countries is also an advantage that cannot be neglected.

The former Nigerian Minister of Trade and Investment, Olusegun Aganga, claimed that “the country is
leveraging on the large Diaspora population in the UK and the USA who can actually be the catalysts — those agents
for trade between the two countries (Aganga, 2013). It is important therefore to look at what the Nigerian Diaspora
has so far contributed or initiated in development intervention for homeland.

. DIASPORA INITIATIVES
The “Common Ground Initiative” an organization co-funded by the UK Department of International

Development (DFID) and implemented by Comic Relief: a UK-based charity with a long-standing commitment to
small and Diaspora organisations has contributed variedly to the country’s development. They focus on long term
development, they bring new skills to project with innovative approaches to development. This initiative assist
diaspora and small organizations to access funding and support and raising of awareness. It also provides a pool of
knowledge on the role played by Diasporas in development through conducting an extensive study on the subject (
Business News, 2011).

The initiative offers various types of grants for projects in Africa. Such as; the

Primary Health Care Programme, both aimed at increasing access and improving the

quality of health care and education while encouraging greater community

involvement, specifically targeting marginalised groups. The third is the enterprise

and employment programme, which targets entrepreneurs, small businesses and

producer organisations, seeks to promote creative and productive relations between

African and Diaspora entrepreneurs and enable innovative and sustainable enterprise

initiatives (internet source retrieved 18/6/13). This programme was launched in

October, 2009 and Nigeria has benefitted out of 73 project grants awarded for

African countries. (Cited in Business News, November 3, 2011).

ARISE Nigeria launched a new page on its website to showcase initiatives by individual Nigerians in the
Diaspora to support key sectors in development. The report was to detail what was done, how, and tips for others
wishing to do similar activities to present examples of good practice to encourage and challenge all Nigerians to
consider how they can use their knowledge, contacts and resouces to support the Nations development. Seminars
were also organised by this group on saving Nigeria by Nigerians in the Diaspora( Showcasing Initiatives by
Nigerians in Diaspora, 2013).

INVESTMENT

Diaspora Nigerians have variously invested in shares and stocks and are showing interest in the newly
introduced bonds. During the 2008 Global Economic meltdown, the withdrawal of shares and stocks from the
Nigerian capital markets, caused a distabilization, the Diaspora investment leverage was a significant revelation on
the market.(ibid) There has been initiatives of diaspora engineers to participate in the energy communication and
transportation sectors.

In 2006, Nigerian Diasporas and their home counterparts met together and identified the needed areas of investment
as Bio-technology, food security, nutritional engineering, infrastructure, health care, financing, education and
capacity building (ibid).
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POLITICAL

The Nigerian Diaspora has contributed to the development of political consciousness in Nigeria through
acting as catalyst. Under military regimes for example, Diaspora Nigerians represented a critical unit of the
Nigerian intelligensia who were able to act against the tyrannical governments; they equally played a significant role
that complemented the role of actors in Nigeria in the form of conferences, media pressure and demonstrations,
agitating for transparent democratic governance in Nigeria etc. NADECO has an arm abroad and had forced a
return to democracy (Shuaibu, 2013).

Diaspora political socio-economic groups campaign for democratic reforms as part of development in
Nigeria. The 1990s witnessed the UK-based Nigerian Diaspora foundation of the pro-democracy organisation, the
United Democratic Front for Nigeria-Abroad (UDFN). Also, the National Democratic Coalition (NADECO-Abroad
was an external wing of NADECO-Nigeria, it coordinated the activities of pro-democracy movements in Nigeria
and in recent times continue to campaign for constitutional amendment in Nigeria) (ibid).

The involvement of the British and American Diaspora in monitoring and acting as a watchdog of true
democracy has been very positive. On the election of President Musa Yar’adua in 2007, a coalition of activitists,
protested the “Sham” elections on the 7th, 10th and 12th May, Nigerians and their international friends
demonstrated in Britain, from the Hyde Park, speaker’s corner to the House of Parliament, from the Nigerian High
Commission to 10 Downing Street, the official resident of the Prime Minister. In line with this, an NGO, the
Nigerian Democratic Initiative (NDI) and Coalition of Democracy in Nigeria (CDN) filed their letters of protest to
the UK parliament (8th May 2007) and the European Parliament (10th and 11th May 2007), which advised judicial
intervention. The European Parliament in Brussels, the President of the EU Parliament expressed the hope that
Nigerians will lead the way in the direction that they would like their country to go (ibid).

The groups claimed to have acted or represented the views of the Transition Monitoring Group (TMG), the
European Union Monitoring Group (Team), The Commonwealth Group of Observers. The US-based International
Republican Institute, the Local Nigerian Joint Action Forum, the National Democratic Institute etc. Their action
initiated the apology from President Yar’adua but justice was denied the electorate (ibid).The All Progressives
Congress, UK chapter, also criticised President Jonathan on militarising elections(The Nation , Monday,August
4,2014).

Diasporas also do engage directly in politics in Nigeria. They sponsor fellow diasporas and Nigerian
resident candidates to stand for elected positions in Nigeria. For example,indigenes in Diaspora endorsed Boroffice,
a governorship candidate for Ondo state, Nigeria, for governor in the next election(http://t.co/m12ctz823v/s/TXcy
via @todayng, Assessed 13/2/2016).They sometimes also set up their own political parties through making financial
contributions, in addition to setting up local branches in their respective countries of residence (Nworah 2010). They
have returned home as successful politicians and power brokers, as state governors (Fayemi), Federal ministers, and
aids to the president (source directly from their Diaspora locations e.g. Ngozi Okonjo Iweala, two time Minister for
Finance). Dr Mrs Oby Ezekwesili was recruited from Havard University, where she was director, to champion
government Due Diligence efforts as head of the office of Budget Monitoring and Implementation in the presidency
(ibid) .

In the 2007 election, Prof. Isa Odili, a Nigerian Canadian was one of the registered candidates for the
presidency in Nigeria. He did not win the seat but he won a landmark victory at the Supreme Court upholding the
right of Diasporas to contest elections in Nigeria (Shuaibu,2013). In 2009, the Court of Appeal in Nigeria also
upheld the rights of the Diasporas to vote at elections but this has not materialised. For example, there was Diaspora
political support for governor Segun Oni of EKiti State, and governor Kayode Fayemi (oral Interview, Bruce,2015,
Adefolaju,2014). A new organisation, Yar’adua-Jonathan Solidarity Forum, Home and Away (YISFHA) UK
chapter was established to galvanise and promote the seven points agenda of the administration; power and energy,
food and security, wealth creation and employment, mass transportation, land reform, security and qualitative and
functional education. This and more are encouraged by the Diaspora to assist in the promotion of good governance.

INSTITUTIONALISATION OF DIASPORA FOR DEVELOPMENT INTERVENTION: DIASPORA NON-
GOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATIONS

The stepping up to and contributions of Diaspora Nigerians started before independence in 1960 “Nnamdi
Azikiwe, Obafemi Awolowo, Sir Tafawa Balewa, amongst others rose to the occasion and midwived the birth of an
independent Nigeria” (Oparaoji, 2013). In the institutionalisation of the June 12 democratic mandate, Edward
Oparaoji, Hafsat Abiola, Kienwa Obaseki, Kofi Egbo, Kayode Oladele, Frank Ekhator, Mohammed Ighile, Edwin
Udenkwo, Wale Alade, Kayode Fayemi, Bolaji Aluko and various Diaspora Nigerian Organisations and many
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others, helped build and exercise the international muscles that defeated the Nigerian Dictatorship during the June
12 struggle (ibid).

United States Diaspora based NGO groups such as: The Nigerian Democratic Awareness Committee
(NDAC) and Eastern Mandate Union (EMU) — Abroad, successfully prosecuted ex-Nigerian Dictators, Abdusalam
Abubakar, Ibrahim Babangida and others in the US courts for human right abuses, and for many years kept them
avoiding setting foot in US (ibid). EMU-Abroad also took an official position on constitutional review and
published an official position on the internet to link and dialogue with groups and individuals with similar agenda
for a possible summit to adopt an action plan towards building a truly democratic Nigeria with a true legitimisation
of the law of social contract and success towards building a truly democratic Nigeria (ibid).

The Development Impact for Nigeria (DIFN) aims to develop volunteer programmes utilising the skills of
UK based Nigerians and other interested individuals and groups in the area of development, youth and community
work, social work, education, community health social policy development and local government
administration.(Oparaoji, 2013)

ETHNIC PROFESSIONAL DIASPORA

The Council of Ogoni Professionals International, a Nigerian diaspora group in the United States, criticised
the Goodluck Jonathan administration of a pardon for former Bayelsa State governor, Alamieyeseigha Diepreye.
Other ethnic diasporas, such as the Tiv diaspora, EKiti, ljebu, Oyo, Hausa/Fulani, Tarok, Igbira, Ogoni and other
ethnic diasporas hold monthly meetings in country of residence and sometimes undertake development projects in
their villages in Nigeria. Ethnic professional groups also visit for professional contributions in development
(Nworah,2010).

NIGERIAN DIASPORA ALUMNI NETWORK (NIDAN)

The Nigerian Diaspora Alumni Network was established to work in concert with private and public sector
leaders, fostering contribution, adding value to the Nigerian development, economy, policy, and cultural values, and
enabling leaders of thought at home and in the Diaspora to explore, discover and continuously support ideas for
improving Nigeria’s development, social, cultural and foreign policies and its management(NIDAN document,
untitled) (African Diaspora Policy Centre, 2011: 9)..

This is aimed to be achieved through research conferences, interaction with policy makers, business and
financial economic and industrial leaders through development summits, position papers, proceedings and others.
Bringing Bureaucrats, technocrats, economic leaders decision makers, media academia and other persons in Nigeria
in contact and in collaboration with Diaspora to foster development (ibid).

NATIONAL VOLUNTEER SERVICES (NNVS)

The National Volunteer Services (NNVS) is set up by Nigerian government to give the Nigerian
professionals in diaspora a formal avenue within which to volunteer their skills while in Nigeria on a short or
extended visit. The NNVS was established in 2003. Housed in the office of the Secretary to the Government of the
Federation (SGF) and with offices across the 36 states of Nigeria. Uniquely, the Nigerian legislator features a
committee on the diaspora in the Federal House of Representatives, to initiate policy for harnessing the potential of
Nigerians in the diaspora in support of national development and growth. (African Diaspora Policy Centre, 2011:9).

With the determination to explore more ways to integrate Nigerians abroad in national development, the

Federal Government used the NNVS to initiate the establishment of NIDO and also to compile a database on the
contributions of Nigerian groups abroad to various programmes and events at home (Internet Guardian, 2013). The
coordinator of NNVS, ambassador Joe Keshi, the immediate past Nigerian Consul General in Atlanta, US disclosed
that the NNVS “proposed” to begin the compilation of an annual report on the contributions of Nigerians in the
Diaspora to Nigeria’s development. Such a report, he further stressed, would highlight all contributions — whether
projects, (investment nature or community development) scholarship schemes, medical (humanitarian missions etc)
embarked upon and executed by various associations, organisations and individual(ibid).
The National Poverty Eradication Programme (NAPEP) and the NNVS at the end of year press confrence on
NAPEP activities for 2006, launched the NAPEP Diaspora Giveback Programme for the Nigerian Diaspora. The
Giveback Programme essentially, commits NAPEP/NNVS to match any fund donated or committed by any
Diaspora Individual, groups, organisations or associations for community development at home. In other words, any
amount donated for development activities at the community level will be matched by NAPEP. This is part of an
attempt to fight against poverty through greater emphasis on mobilising resources for community
development(Diaspora Giveback Program, 2011)
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NIGERIANS IN DIASPORA ORGANISATION (NIDO)

Though the Nigerian government sponsored the setting up of NIDO to mobilize, coordinate and act as
liason to tap the abundant resouces of the Diaspora, the organisation,whose leadership came from the Diaspora, is
recognised by both government and diaspora as a reliable source of censoring professional diasporas to assist in
Nigeria’s development (Ani, 2006). To tap into this important resource base, the organisation initiated a
compilation of a database of contributions of diaspora groups and individuals. This is expected to be in form of the
name of organisation or individual project, description, location, commencement year, completion year and
beneficiary (community, local or state government) and total cost of project (ibid).

NIDO’s vision and mission statement is anchored on the philosophy of using human resources of
professional Nigerians to enhance the development of Nigeria and Nigeria’s image abroad. A refined and highly
regarded information tool to enable linkages of Nigerian skills and expertise abroad with Nigeria’s government,
industry and academic sector to meet their workforce, training and economic development needs, to uphold liason
objectives with representative bodies having objectives similar to that of NIDO. Also to encourage the spirit of
patriotism and support the contribution of the Diaspora in the affairs of Nigeria in the promotion of image(Nigerians
in Diaspora Organisation Europe Website)( Nigerians in the Diaspora, Seminar Paper, 2009).

NIDO was established in the year 2000 with headquarters in London. It is the largest assembly of diaspora
Nigerians, and the official platform recognised by government. It partners with public and private businesses in
Foreign Direct Investment (FDI), professional networking, stakeholder, advocacy and skill transfer to Nigeria. To
be a member, one needs to have university degree or its equivalent, persons with professional or vocational
certificates, integrity, proven track records and comportment(ibid). By 2011, its identified areas of priority included
trade and investment (as priority), policy, political reform, youth empowerment/employment, education —
particularly basic and vocational education — health and security. NIDO inaugurated Diaspora Trade and Investment
Mission to states of Nigeria. It started with Osun on 23rd August 2012. Between 24th — 26th January 2013, a
Nigerian Trade Forum was hosted in London. NIDO aims at creating a Nigerian Diaspora National Development
Strategy (DNDS) to articulate financial and intellectual equities of Nigeria deposited abroad and articulate how to
use this for development across the private and public sector (ibid). NIDO partners with ministries, departments and
agencies (MDAS) across Nigeria. NIDO is a 19 chapter organisation dotted around Europe and America. NIDO, in
the face of of Nigeria’s developmental challenges, promised to expand resources on trade and investment missions
across Nigeria as well as hosting trade missions in Europe and other capitals across the world (ibid). NIDO has
played very significant roles in reducing negative and ignorance based criticisms of Nigeria at the international
level(Nigerians in Diaspora May Vote in 2011 polls, 2009).

In partnership with the Nigerian government, the Nigerian Diaspora Day has been observed between June
and July every year since 2000 to celebrate the achievements and contributions of Nigerians living abroad. In 2001,
NIDO Europe set up a two hundred million dollar investment fund to help fast track development in Nigeria.
Potential diplomatic rows, and other problems affecting Nigerians abroad had been resolved through NIDO.
Government contacts and state governments in Nigeria have also used their citizens abroad under the NIDO
platform, as avenues for high level visits to attract investors, seek new equipment and mutual trade opportunities,
government appointments have also been given to Diaspora citizens such as Iweala and Ezekwenzili. (in 2013 and
later)(ibid).

The activities of such bodies resulted in heightened awareness of the Diaspora at the National Assembly,
which has given backing to Diaspora issues through the Foreign Affairs Committee in the Senate and the Diaspora
Committee in the House of Representatives (ibid).

GLOBAL DATABASE OF NIGERIANS IN THE DIASPORA

The Global Database of Nigerians in the Diaspora (GDND) was launched on Sat. 21st February 2009. This
project was conceived and developed by the European arm of NIDO and unveiled by then Speaker of the Nigerian
House of Representative Rt. Hon. Dimeji Bankole (CFR), who declared “we have come to pick your brains” “we
need your resources, your ideas, and access to your contacts, give us your ideas and resources and we will provide
the legislative backing that would enable you to make your contributions to national development”(Bankole, 2013).
The launch was sponsored by Fidelity Bank PLC of Nigeria, Bank PHB and United Bank of Africa, hosted by the
Nigerian High Commissioner to the Court of Saint James (London) (Speaker Bankole Unveils Software, 2013).

According to Nigeria’s High Commissioner to the UK (2009), Dalhatu Sarki Tafida, in the global economy
of today, access to knowledge and to those who possess such knowledge serve as an ingredient to national economic
development efforts. The Federal Government, he said, supports the database, with the hope that it will assist in the
formulation and execution of policies that would transform Nigeria and launch it into one of the best 20 economies
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in the world by the year 2020 (cited in Akinmade, 2013). Diaspora citizens have lost confidence in the database,
thus the essence of braingain is defeated. An unidentified internet commentator noted:

As for me, and many other Nigerians in Diaspora, who have worked assiduously in
the past utilizing our personal resources to ensure that the vision of developing our
nation and rebuilding its shattered image will no longer wish to be partakers of such
initiatives (ibid).

Since January 2009, when the Nigerian Diaspora Database was launched in the UK and attended by the Hon. Abike
Dabiri, there has not been further development and the population of the Nigerians in Diaspora has always remained
a guesswork. Scepticism from Nigerians in Diaspora has limited the success of registration on the database, not
because they are illegal immigrants, but due to the fact that there has never been a full disclosure regarding the
custodians of such database, its justification, and frequency of updates plus monitoring. It is also a fact that there is
no certainty on data protection (due to several interpretations from country to country). Visits and events organised
abroad by Nigerian legislators are perceived by Diaspora as “Holiday Packages” (Fatusin, 2013,“Them and Us — A
Diaspora Perspective”,). As noted by Chukwujekwu (2013), “the building towards the development of a nation
starts from the heart. It starts with the people, in this case, our young youths and generation”.

ECONOMIC

Interest in investing in Nigeria is rising due to the creation of awareness by diaspora/Nigerian government
activities and despite the negative fallouts of solo terrorist activities in Britain and the US. On May 2, 2013, a team
of British entrepreneurs, led by Lord Mayor, City of London, Mr Alderman Gifford visited Lagos, Nigeria to deepen
investment relationship between the two countries, under the auspices of United Kingdom-Nigera Investment
Forum. (Maku Tasks Nigerians in Diaspora on Partnership, 2013).

On a courtesy visit to Governor Fasola, the Mayor commended the contributions of Nigerians in Diaspora,
particularly the business group towards the development of Lagos. Interestingly, a member of that British team, Mr
Michael Adeyeye, a Nigerian and current Mayor of the London Borough of Brent, canvassed for greater investment
collaboration between the two countries. (Secretary Action Congress of Nigeria, 2013). In July 2011, a group of
Nigerian trade missions from the Diaspora concluded a three-week investment drive to some states of Nigeria. They
called on the Federal government to expedite action on the provision of an enabling environment as a morale booster
to fast-track their return home to invest in the national economy. This joint effort with the Central Association of
Nigerians in the United Kingdom (CANUK) lamented the problems of insecurity and decayed infrastructure (Maku
Tasks Nigerians in Diaspora on Partnership, 2013). They visited Kogi, Kwara, Oyo, Bayelsa, Cross Rivers and the
FCT, Abuja. Expensive accommodation and local flight are listed as problems, irregular power supply, cultural and
language differences across the country, lackadaisical attitude of stakeholders to time-keeping are listed amongst
others as bottleneck. CANUK showed a serious intention in mobilising the over 2 million British Nigerian Diaspora
but wanted Nigerian government intervention in the areas earlier listed (ibid).

CANUK was working in collaboration with the British-African Business Alliance, Friends of Nigeria
Investment Network and the Business Council of Africa. A Nigerian Diaspora Direct Investment summit was slated
for June 21-22, 2012, to further promote investment drive. The Jonathan Transformation Agenda was also expected
to assist in ensuring a viable local advantage for promoting investment (ibid).

REMITTANCE
The World Bank(2012) recorded that money sent home by the Nigerian Diaspora is going into socio-

economic development. It is used for services like health, housing, business start-ups and education. The World
Bank Population Reference Bureau report said that most of money sub-Saharan migrants send home is spent on
education, health care, buying land, building houses, starting business or improving farms, such remittances also
provide a tremendously important source of financial support, boosting incomes that can be irregular, particularly
for those working in seasonally-affected occupations — from a national perspective, financial remittances have been
shown to substantially affect a nation’s balance of payments and foreign exchange revenues. Williams (2013)
noted,;

From a national perspective, financial remittances have been shown to substantially

affect a nations balance of payments and foreign exchange revenues. Studies that

link remittances and investments show that remittances stimulate growth. Cape-

verde, Guinea Bissau and Senegal are striking examples of the impact of remittances

on poverty. (ibid).
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Williams (2013) concluded that by any measure, Africa’s Diaspora has clearly returned huge sums of
money to Africa, showing that Africans are by far the biggest donors and financial contributors to African
development.

Oladele (2011) recorded that scientific studies across West Africa have shown that countries such as
Senegal, Ghana and Nigeria hugely benefit from remittances from citizens abroad. A comparative study between
such monetary remittances and the Overseas Development Assistance (ODA) found out that in certain cases,
remittances are far higher than ODA which has resulted into criticisms about the relevance quantum and social
impacts of ODA(ibid).

Further, Oladele (2011) suggested that if the plethora of Diaspora related conferences in Europe and the
USA is anything to go by, Africans overseas are not ignoring the needs of their home countries but are actively
engaged in supporting economic and skill development in Africa. Further, Diaspora organisations and communities
ranging from professional associations to alumni groups, have established a wide variety of projects and initiatives
to support development within their countries of origin and for years, numerous hometown associations have also
channelled financial and other resources between the West and Africa.

World Bank(2012) report shows that Nigerians in the Diaspora remitted the sum of ten billion US dollars to
Nigeria in 2008, a 4.7 percent of the year’s GDP (Gross Domestic Product). The report also ranked Nigeria as the
6" highest recipient of Diaspora remittance in 2008 and up from US dollar 1.54 billion in 1998. Chukwuma Soludo
(2013) recorded that the World Bank’s figures, recorded remittances of about 10 percent of Nigeria’s GDP in 2012
(about 21 billion dollars (this he (Soludo) claims is controversial). The current estimate as at 2016 is fluidly put at
480billion dollars (unofficial).

The Nigerian Diaspora Remittances (NDR) has impacted positively on poverty alleviation and wealth
creation.(NGEX, 2013). This informal welfare system has guaranteed survival to many relations of dependants of
Diaspora Nigerians. They have paid for medical bills (interestingly, this has become an advertisement point for
certain banks e.g. Heritage Bank, First Bank, etc), school fees, burials and social activities and set up small
businesses at home. It could be said that they have assisted in combating virulent poverty in the homeland. It is also
suggested that the money they send home helps to stabilize the foreign exchange demand. (The Nigerian Diaspora,
NGEX, 2013).

Mberu (African Population and Research Centre, Poland. undated) recorded that while the value of
remittances to particular regions and sectors is not available, a 2005 World Bank study found that remittance
recipients are located predominantly in Nigeria’s Southeast and Southwest regions, and common uses include family
expenses and social security for the elderly, the disabled, and orphans. Other major uses include education of
relatives, payback for sponsorship of migration, business development and financing of existing businesses, and
funding of special ocassions like funerals, weddings, and holidays (e.g. Christmas and Hajj) (Mberu, undated).
Nigerian economist Una Okonkwo Osili found that Nigerian expatriates make substantial housing investments in
their communities of origin and suggested that these investments may be first stage of a broader financial
relationship between Nigerians in Diaspora and their homelands. (ibid).

On Feb. 5, 2013, the Speaker of the House of Representative, Aminu Tambuwal(2013) lauded the
impressive contributions of Nigerians in the Diaspora towards sustainable national development. At a day workshop
organised by the international migration office and United Nations office on Drugs and Crime in collaboration with
House Committee on Diaspora headed by Hon. Abike Dabiri-Erewa, the Speaker further stressed with optimism that
“our Diaspora has enormous potential to help create opportunities in our country to contribute to socio-economic
development and poverty reduction and to improve the quality of lives in Nigeria.” (ibid) ‘It is important to note that
Diaspora remittances in terms of human capital, philanthropic contributions, capital market investments, tourism and
social remittances such as innovative ideas and newly emerging technologies contribute immersely to the
development of Nigeria. In many low and middle income countries, remittances make a good share of GDP, going
as high as 30% in some cases. In Nigeria, it is recorded to account for 5% of total national GDP. Key among the
Nigerian Diaspora communities are those of the US and UK which remitted 12.26 billion dollars and 7.76 billion in
2012 (ibid).

DIASPORA BOND

The important need to divert some of the funds remitted to Nigeria for consumption into investment
opportunities resulted into the call for diaspora bonds. Dilip Ratha of the World Bank, noted the importance of
remittances to development but belief that it is not enough to tap the income of migrants abroad noting that poor
countries should also tap their savings by selling diaspora bonds. (Diaspora Bonds, 2013).

The Chief Economist of the African Development Bank group released an Economic Brief on the
application of diaspora bonds in an African context drawing lessons from diaspora bond issuances in Israel, Ethiopia
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and India. In a paper titled Diaspora bonds: Some lessons for African Countries(2013), it was noted that tapping
migration wealth could be an effective means of funding development on the continent. Africa could potentially
raise 17 billion dollars annually by using future flows of exports or remittances as collateral. Securization of
remittances could be used to raise short-to-medium term financing by African banks. Nigeria had been available on
the international market on regular bond issuances since 2011 and 2012 (ibid).

Diasporas are noted to be patriotic and patient because of their long term tie with the issuer, less jittery due
to access of local information and sanguine about currency risk because the money can be reinvested in homeland
(Diaspora bond,2013). Ethiopia’s recent diaspora bond issue flopped because migrants who fled oppressive
governments hardly wish to bankroll the regimes that drove them away.

Diaspora bonds are used to raise funds to finance infrastructure and development projects and for foreign
exchange stabilisation.. The Head of Nigeria’s Debt Management Office (DMO) proposed it. It is also proposed to
introduce inflation linked bonds to develop the domestic bond market. The former Nigerian Finance Minister,
Ngozi Okonjo lweala(to 2015), is a keen advocate of tapping the wealth of migrants to finance infrastructure
projects in their home countries, a minimum of 55 years is proposed for the proceeds that would be used for
“specific, commercially viable projects”. It was proposed to open to “friends of Nigeria, communities or investment
funds” in the diaspora. Nwankwo (cited in Diaspora Bonds: Some lessons for Africa, 2013) said “we are working
hard to make sure we structure it in a manner that is consistent with the preferences of the Nigerian Diaspora and at
the same time satisfies our need to mobilise the resources to fund the provision of critical national infrastructure and
development projects (ibid).

Bonds are a debt security instrument with a maturity of more than one year, tradable on the financial
markets. Diaspora bonds are issued by the country to its own diaspora to tap into their assets in the destination
country, as an alternative to borrowing from the international capital market, multinational finance institutions or
bilaterally from governments. The practice dates back to the 1930, China and Japan and was later followed by Israel
and India in the 1950s- Israel (from 1951), India (from 1991). Diaspora bonds are used to finance large scale
infrastructure, development projects in the private sector, For foreign exchange stabilisation and are generally used
by a country to implement its development strategy. Proceeds of diaspora bonds could be earmarked to projects
with appeal to the diaspora, such as infrastructure projects, housing and social amenities. It is a new source of
resource mobilization. In the post Sanusi Sack saga, analysts have predicted low subscription to Federal
government bonds (http://t.co/IXVITMPGY9), this is not so however as Prof Michael Umeadi cited 300billion
dollars as the 2016 estimated value of bond contribution to Nigeria(source: ‘The Diaspora this Week” NTA
international, Thursday26th March,2016).

Nigeria has issued the diaspora bond since the beginning of 2012 (proposed since 2009), but several factors
were given by diaspora citizens as hinderances to the success of this project. Sceptic diaspora citizens are doubtful
of government ingenuity and transparency in managing the peoples wealth. Importantly, Nigerian diaspora citizens
noted in oral interview(Oke,2013, Adeyeye, 2013, Owoeye,2014) that, with the perception of high corruption
“among government officials, weak justice system and lack of continuity in governance/policies, sadly many
diasporas have lost millions to failed banks of the 1990s. The success of this project therefore requires a lot of
ingenuity and perserverance (Diaspora Bonds: Some lessons for Africa, 2013).

REBRANDING NIGERIA: THE ROLE OF NIGERIANS IN THE DIASPORA

Onwutolabi (2009) defines Rebranding of Nigeria as redefining our concept of nationhood and engaging
wholly in the process of national renewal to attain a height where national interest must be exalted far and above
personal, ethno-religious and regional interest i.e. the renewing of our dreams, hopes and aspirations. It is the total
re-dedication and re-commitment to the dictates of our national anthem, and our pledge as sacred oath of allegiance
to our country, it is to rekindle the fire of patrotism, not as a conditional loyalty and love to a nation, but as an
unflinching and unconditional love and loyalty to the nation.

This (to the diaspora) as noted by Onwutolabi (2009) “will become our own task where the domestic and
international image of the nation matters to all and sundry”, a shared common national destiny. The creation of the
ideal that nation building was not a destination but a journey. A re-direction of the regional ethno-religious
polarisation, to re-build the pre-colonial interdependency on one another’s commerce, distinct culture, and traditions
which dates back prior to amalgamation of the Northern and Southern protectorates in 1914 (ibid).

There is need to search for a new and formidable national identity, there is need to overhaul the walls
described as Dichotomy. Imo/Anambra dichotomy, ljebu/Ekiti dichotomy, Hausa/Yoruba, Christian/Muslim,
military/civilian, majority/minority, rich/poor, male/female, young/old, Ibo/Hausa, Edo/lgbira dichotomies, a
national challenge that has deterred national growth, insisted Onwutolabi (ibid).
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There is need to stop stereo typical attitudes, and terminate the ancient political deadlock embedded along
party, tribal and religious lines. There is need to fortify our once existing unity, and with a common sense of
purpose, rediscover the virtues of hardwork, patriotism, personal responsibility, optimism and faith and redraw a
picture of a glorious nation where men and women alike are not judged by tribe, religion or geographical placement.
Rebranding, therefore is an important work for diaspora Nigerians as it is for other citizens of
Nigeria(Oladele,2009). There is need for national renewal and a bridge of every wall of dichotomy to forge the unity
of Nigeria. This has only materialised in the fight against dictatorship. The issue of ethnic and dichotomy
separatedness is important to diaspora citizens who face racial problems in their migration destinations. The
diasporas presentation of a limited front in their destination country will positively impact on the nations patrotism
and eradication of separatedness (ibid).

VOTING

The right to enfranchisement is one of the key aspects of involvement in governance. Nwaneri (2012)
explained that under the leadership of Chief Gobe Okoye, the concerned citizens (in Diaspora) earlier in 2012
submitted a memorandum to both the Senate and the House of Representatives Committees on constitution
amendment on the right of the Diaspora to vote in elections, particularly the presidential, governorship and national
assembly elections(ibid).

Before former President Jonathan’s “Niamey Declaration” in which he promised constitutional amendment
to input a decision on Diaspora voting, the then president had sent a proposal to the Independent National Electoral
Commission (INEC), to enable it study and look at the possibilities of citizens living outside the nation’s border to
take part in electioneering process as obtained in other advanced democracies (ibid).

Also, before the “Niamey Declaration”, some Nigerians in the Diaspora, under the aegis of Diaspora voting
right implementation committee had commenced moves to enforce their voting rights through the collection of one
million signatures for what they termed ‘“Nigerian Diaspora Voting Rights Petition”. This would have assisted in
further integrating the diaspora into nation building and the development of various Nigerian states. The National
Mirror quoted a Canadian (unnamed) — based Nigerian as saying, “A working relationship will develop between the
governors and the citizens of their states in Diaspora who can also act as watch dogs of democracy”(ibid).

The right of Nigerians to participate in the election process was strengthened by an action in the high court
sitting in Abuja initiated by a number of Nigerians including; Hakeem Bello, Bolaji Aluko, Baba Adom, Uzoma
Onyemaechi, all Nigerians residing abroad. Citing Article 13 (1) of the African Charter of Human and Peoples
Rights, Section 77, 117, 132 and 178 of the Nigerian constitution. On December, 2008, Justice Adamu Bello ruled
favourably for citizenship participation in voting with rights to be voted for. Establishing the judicial endorsement
of the constitutional entitlement of the Nigerians in Diaspora to direct participation (Onyearu,2013).

The Senate was later to disapprove with excuses ranging from lack of reliable records by foreign missions,
financial constraints arguing that the cost and logistics of the policy outweighs current federal capacity and vacuum
in legal framework. To them, taking voting rights outside the country would only add dangerous international
dimensions to this local problem, another arguments was wastage of tax payers money. The bill also met with
opposition at the House of Representatives when the bill was presented in October 2011 by the chairperson, House
Committee on Diaspora, Hon. Abike Dabiri-Erewa, who argued that Nigerians abroad deserve the opportunity to
vote, considering the over 20 billion dollars in remittances they contribute annually to the nation’s economy (ibid).

Further, a political school of thought led by Prof. Macharia of the United States International University
(USIU) had argued that citizens abroad are likely to fall to political propaganda if allowed to participate in the
electoral process of the home countries(ibid). Nwangi Kimenyi, a senior fellow and director of the African Ground
Initiative was of the view that the missing link in the discussions is the responsibility of the Diaspora in supporting
the operations of the governments they would help to elect. He said “In all African countries, there are no
requirements for citizens living abroad to pay taxes on incomes earned abroad (cited by Nwaneri, 2012).

The citizens dwelling outside the continent have the right to vote and determine how
they are governed; they also have a responsibility to pay tax for the operation of their
governments at home. Nwaneri (2012, unpaged) further argued: Considering that
members of the Diaspora have incomes higher than the median incomes of their
home countries, giving them the right to vote without requiring tax payments is a
luxury that African countries cannot afford. Rights must come with responsibilities.
The debate then should progress beyond implementing voting logistics of taxing the
Diaspora. Such as allowing for deductions for taxes paid in other jurisdictions.
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Nwaneri further noted that:
It is against this hard stance that Okoye urged his members to be ready for the
struggle now that the constitution amendment has offered another opportunity.(ibid)

Nwanari further citing Okoye, reported thus:
Let us for now not worry about what those members of the National Assembly who
oppose us will do, because in the words of Martin Luther King Jnr. In the end, we
will remember not the words of our enemies, but the silence of our friends, so, get
off the fence, get involved, take action, sign the petition and together we shall
overcome it. (cited in Nwaneri, 2012: unpaged).

With this advice, he charged Diaspora parents to make sure that their children over 18 years sign the
petition, saying:
This fight is also for their future, they should be able to exercise their options as full
citizens of Nigeria, not as second class citizens. We are full fledged citizens of
Nigeria by constitutional definition and it is not a crime to live outside the borders of
Nigeria, in search of greener pastures. It is our right and we must fight for it;
remember power is not given, it is taken. (Cited in Nwaneri, 2012: unpaged).

Other arguments in support of voting rights cited examples of the major political parties, which have
overseas chapters whose Diaspora members are active and contributing to their funding but lacks power to vote
during the primaries to pick flagbearers as well as the main elections. As noted by Hon. Abike Dabiri-Erewa, there
are approximately eight million Nigerian Diasporas that infuse over 20 billion dollars into the economy annually,
and this magnitude of socio-economic strength should not be one to be ignored at home (ibid).

Nwaneri (2012) quoted the opinion of a PDP, US Diaspora that “infact the diaspora community qualifies as
the 37" state in Nigeria”. Therefore, “justice demands the passage of a voting right bill which is in essence a step in
the full official recognition of the Diaspora community as an integral segment of the polity”. The Nigerian ANPP
(All Nigerian People’s Party) Chairman expressed support for the plan, and reported that his party was making
efforts to open special branch offices overseas in preparation for the move (Dr. Ogbonnaya Onu, National Chairman
of the ANPP) (ibid).

The Chairman of PDP, (Ghana Chapter) Board of Trustees, Eze Chukwuchi Iheneto, told National Mirror
in an interview (cited in Nwaneri, 2012) that the realisation of the Diaspora voting right will, apart from
strengthening the bond between the Diaspora and the home-front, facilitate effective “mobilisation and utilisation of
the enormous expertise and resources in the Diaspora for the nations development”.Theneto (cited in Nwaneri,2012:
unpaged) further said:

The fact that about 28 African countries have approved Diaspora voting for their
citizens abroad implies that there are inherent socio-economic benefits in the
exercise and since Nigeria cannot rank below the 28 countries, it means that the cost
and readiness argument are untenable.

Other factors in support are the positive economic advantages of high diaspora remittances to support
relatives. Contributions through investment in productive activities that support economic growth and job creating
and INEC’s indication that it is ready for the exercise once the relevant legislative ammendments are finalised (ibid).
INEC Chairman, Prof. Attahiru Jega, pointed that, for the Nigerians living in the Diaspora to be given the
opportunity to participate in the 2015 general elections, there was need for adequate technology to be put in place
and a consensus reached on the methodology to be adopted (ibid).

This positive direction is however dicey based on if there is the consideration of the fact that Prof. Maurice
Iwu, in 2007 (then INEC Chairman) had proposed four English speaking countries, including Britain and the US as
pilot countries for Diaspora voting, but the inability of the National Assembly to ammend Section 77 (sub-section 2)
of the constitution which provides that only Nigerians, resident in the country can register and vote in elections,
frustrated the initiative. Further, President Buhari ( cited in Adetayo, 2015)insists, although the idea was futuristic, a
lot of steps would be taken to make it become a reality, listing problem issues to include ammendment of the
electoral act and building of confidence in the electoral process.
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Importantly, there are about 115 countries and territories, including nearly all developed nations that have
systems in place to allow their emigrants to vote. This as noted by a Camerounian opposition party member in the
Diaspora is described as “the end of the era of the electoral apartheid”(ibid). Kenya 2013 March, Cameroon 2011
have granted their Diaspora citizens a voting right (cited in Nwaneri,2012: unpaged). The Ghanian Progressive
Peoples Party (PPP) Presidential candidate, Dr. Papa Kwesi Nduom said that:

Expertise, views, interest, ideas, and values are worthy of inclusion in our collective
drive for development. We undermine democracy and our creative potential by
freezing the views and expertise of some of our own people, educated by tax payers.
The PPP wants to build an inclusive society and cannot exclude parliament for
citizens who live abroad and US and Britain permit citizen’s resident abroad voting
rights. Twenty-one African countries in a 2006 study show that their emigrants are
allowed to vote.(ibid).

The social media-Twitter, facebook and YouTube are now used to assist the country follow credible
election process. Civil society groups powered by social media and the Nigerian diaspora are trying to help make
Nigeria’s election processes credible. This will establish viable democracy in the country. The 2010 elections were
monitored through this social media networks. Twitter, the micro-blogging website is full of conversations preceded
with so called hash tags like “Nigeria Decides”. One group of internet Nigerian activist called “Enough is Enough
Nigeria” uses Twitter and Facebook to encourage voting, as well as discuss the process, and point out any
irregularities (ibid).

It is important, in the view of Onyearu (cited in Nwaneri, 2012: unpaged), a Diasporan, to establish the
Diaspora commission giving executive “bite” to achieving objectives of the Diaspora in the country. Creation of
electoral constituencies in the UK and US and other European states to produce elected representatives to the
National Assembly, allocation of ministerial and executive positions are points of interest to diaspora citizens (ibid).

Opposition to the suspension of the voting rights bill has been expressed by various diaspora groups. (UK
groups opposed the suspension of the bill Daily Trust, 2013). They noted it was a “collective disenfranchisement of
innocent citizens”. The groups insisted if the bill is passed, then the cost of conducting elections could be funded
from the Diaspora.

Ms Jenny Okafor, President of Nigerian Women in Diaspora Leadership Forum supported this argument,
she insisted at a London interview — (leadershp forum, 2013). “It amounts to discrimination and breach of our
fundamental human rights”. She reiterated that the reasons cited for the suspension of the bill such as costs,
geographical spread of Nigerians abroad and the timing were not made “in good faith.” In order for true democracy
to prosper, every Nigerian of qualifying age, mind and character, whether at home or abroad, must be able to vote.
Mrs Grace Owoeye, a US based diasporan resident in Los Angeles, California insists that it is an expression of
failure in citizenship right. it is further reported that, such ideas were supported by the Association of Nigeria-
British counsellors. Other Anfrican countries with less resources and technologies are creating enabling environment
for their Diaspora to vote (Leadership Forum, 2013).

GOVERNMENTAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ON EDUCATION

The former Minister of Education, Professor Rugayyatu Ahmed Rufai implored the Nigerians in the
Diaspora to partner with the Federal Government to develop the nations educational sector. She stated this while
addressing participants at the 4™ National Diaspora Conference on 26" July, 2010 in Minna, Nigeria ( cited in
Nigerians in Diaspora Invest in Education, 2013)). She further noted that the Nigerians in the Diaspora had strived
to complement the efforts of government in the areas of health and education. She further encouraged them to
intervene in school adoption, and rehabilitation, provision of equipments like computers and accessories, upgrading
of libraries and school laboratories. Such a conference, as noted by the former minister enables the Diaspora to
identify the need for their contributions to national development (ibid).

At a maiden visit of Diaspora Nigerian Academics to the National University Commission, on 26" July,
2010, the then executive secretary Professor Julius A. Okojie commented that the Nigerians in Diaspora
Organisation (NIDO) constituted a veritable platform for academics to contribute to national development(ibid). He
encouraged the Diaspora academics not to be deterred by seemingly difficult environment. The aim of the diaspora
delegate was to seek ways on how the Diaspora could share their experiences on the best practices in university
management and to help improve the system, especially in capacity building ( cited in Nigerians in Diaspora Invest
in Education).
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The idea of a necessary strategic planning on university needs was coined from this dialogue. This is to
facilitate such exchange programmes in order to make such interactions beneficial to the system. It was also
suggested that a Network of Academics in Diaspora would be created to facilitate interaction and make this possible
through improved communication link with the NUC. Also, information strategy by the NUC for the benefit of the
Diaspora was advocated (ibid).

A non-governmental organisation “The Nigerian Higher Education Foundation (NHEF) with support from
the John and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation, was launched in 2004 as an independent, not-for-profit, non-
governmental organization that seeks to enhance the quality of education in Nigeria, through direct support for five
universities. Ahmadu Bello University in Zaria, Bayero University in Kano, University of Ibadan, University of
Nigeria, Nsukka and University of Port Harcourt. It holds an annual Banquet since 2009 to honour all the
accomplishments of some distinguished leaders for their commitment to sustenable development through education
and serve as inspiration to all Nigerians in Diaspora. The essence is to highlight the significance of progressive
education and enlighten the minds of capable individuals and corporations to better understand that the most
plausible way to bring social and economic change to Nigeria is through education and to bring to light the
detrimental effect, the lack of equal educational opportunity is having on Nigeria(ibid). In 2010, an Education
Summit was held in NewJersey, by the Committee of Deans of Post Graduate Colleges in Nigeria, on how to partner
the Diaspora for development of Education in Nigeria.

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT

According to the Nigerian Investment Promotion Commission (based in Nigeria), Diaspora Nigerians
return home to seek employment or business opportunities. The transfer of knowledge through Expatriate Networks
Programmes of the United Nations Development Programme provides the rationale for the networking between
Diaspora and countries of Africa (Nigeria should Target Diaspora Investors,2013). Some Diaspora citizens have
returned to establish small scale industries in thier locality. An example is a quarry located at Igbemo —EKkiti, in
Ekiti- State (oral interview with Adefolaju, March, 2014).

YOUTH SUMMIT

Nigerian Diaspora Youth leadership summit was held in London at the Kings College, on August 2012, to
bring together young Nigerian leaders, youth and students. Participants reflected on Nigeria’s past, present and
future leadership from political, economic, social and cultural perspectives. It presented an opportunity to empower
and sensitize participants about the need for young people to take leadership roles and lead change in Nigeria using
their talents, skills and advanced knowledge. The summit also featured the mentoring cafe, a unique programme to
bring together 100 selected Nigerian youth and potential leaders to interact in Nigeria, learn and network (Aug.
2012) key note speakers urged Nigerian students to rise up and drive the modernisation agenda (Nigerian Diaspora
Youth Leadership Summit, 2012).

INSTITUTIONALISATION OF DIASPORA IN GOVERNANCE

On 25" July 2007, President Umaru Musa Yar’adua opened the 2™ Nigerian Diaspora Day and 3" Science
and Technology conference with the theme “Connecting Nigeria with her Diaspora”. It laid emphasis on IT, Health,
Education, Investment and Youth Engagement. President Olusegun Obasanjo had declared the July 25" every year
since 2005 as the “Nigerian Diaspora Day” to recognise the Nigerian Diaspora as important stakeholders in the
Nigerian project (National Planning Commision Engages Nigerians in the Diaspora for National
Development,2009).

First celebrated in 2006 with the 2™ Science and Technology Conference, the Science and Technology was
in collaboration with its initiator-the Nigerian Volunteer Service (NNVS), an organisation under the office of the
Secretary to the Government of the Federation and established by the Federal Executive Council to midwife a
constructive engagement between Nigeria and her diaspora and the Ministry of Science and Technology. The
Federal government initiative started in 2000 to engage in successful ventures earlier taken up by India, China,
Malaysia, Ireland and others (ibid).

The institutionalisation of the annual Diaspora Day celebration in Abuja has provided a fora for
encouraging Nigerians in the Diaspora for investment, infrastructural development and job creation. Between 25"
and 27" July 2011, the Jonathan administration input a conference entitled “Nigeria’s Transformation Agenda — The
Diaspora Perspective”. The government had created the new Ministry of Trade and Investment to harness
investment opportunities and create enabling environment for investors to come into the country. This was referred
to as the Diaspora Engagement Policy (ibid).
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In 2009, Nigerians living in the United Kingdom and the United States had canvassed for greater
involvement of Nigerians in the Diaspora (NIDO) in the 20:2020 process. To encourage the involvement of the
Diaspora in the 2020 implementation phase, the NPS official delegate held town hall meeting in London between
August. 20-21 and also in Washington August. 22-23. The Central Association of Nigerians in the UK (CANUK)
challenged the Federal government on the need to be faithful to final blue print asking for emphasis for citizenry
welfare, continuous reform of the civil service and monitoring and evaluation (MSE) (ibid).

Taking advantage of his presentation, the minister challenged NIDO to support the vision documents,
initiatives emphasising implementation strategy and investment to support infrastructural development. This
meeting was convened based on requests made by the US chapter of NIDO to the Business Support Group (BSG) of
the NV 20:2020.( National Planning Commision Engages Nigerians in the Diaspora for National
Development,2009). A key outcome of the meeting was the need for the federal government to create unique roles
for NIDO in the vision process through the launch of a Think Tank. Through this initiative, the NPC created a
database of NIDO to serve as a reference point for experts abroad by Nigeria’s development partners recruit (ibid).
DIASPORA MEDIA
With advances in communications technology, media for and by African diaspora have intensified work since 2000,
such efforts in the UK to project black perspectives on civic issues and redress the marginalisation, alienation and
negative stereotypes of black people in mainstream media have been appealing to first and second generation
African Diaspora by showcasing the best of African entertainment (music and Nollywood films) such are Bright
Entertainment Television, The African Channel, Klear TV, Voice of Africa Radio, African Voice etc. Such African
voices should be patronised to establish them in rebuilding the continent and Nigeria as a country (Diasporas as
Agents, 2013).

In the United Kingdom, African-Carribean shops and street markets are full of Nigerian films. The
Nigerian film video sector is considered Nigeria’s fourth largest contribution to the economy after oil,
telecommunications and banking. Fela Kuti (a Nigerian artist) musical based life works were aired in London. 2011
was recorded as one of the London’s most commercially successful stage properties. Music and Art are the
examples of cultural products from Nigeria with international impact and economic power. The ever-growing
diaspora population is a good target audience to further enlarge the market for these products. US and UK
entertainers and aristocracy ‘brand’ were exploited to partner in production of this show in the two countries to
success (ibid). Ade Solanke (2013:unpaged) commented that:

A second (most important role is as partners in African creative ventures, sharing
their western experience, contacts, skills and resources. Jay — 2 and Will Smith and
Jada Pinkett, used their dollars and fame to help bring the hit stage show “Fela” to
the US and British stage, to stunning success. This kind of collaboration between
diasporan and African art and artists and entertainers should be built on. Having hip-
hop aristocracy ‘brand’ the show helped sell it in the west.

Solanke further offered his diaspora experience of UK theatre and American film to influence to African
theatre and film and selling it overseas. This he did through collaborations in performance, training of performers
both from Africa and as African diaspora performers. Skill sharing between artists will further benefit the African
creative economy. Solanke (2013) ran a course in Nigeria to train actors and producers. He is further interested in
tapping into local talent and importing African artists as foreign talents. He further encouraged diasporans to
contribute as artists as a branch of the African creative economy and as cultural producers with tales of African-
heritage experience.

Today, members of the Nigerian diaspora contribute to Nigerian Newspapers as columnist and opinion
writers. This represents a positive advantage of the internet. The opinion and perspectives brought to bear on
national issues by the diaspora contributors are invaluable noted Solanke (ibid).

DIASPORA AND CULTURE

Hagher (2009) noted that Nigerians are hooked on Nigerian culture. They patronise Nigerian food,
costumes, music, art and culture. They promote exhibition of arts, theatre performances and music concerts. This is
public sphere diplomacy. Nigerian’s dress in traditional attires in host country to the delight of foreigners and other
Nigerians.

In the promotion of the Nigerian indigenous culture, Nigerian Diasporans wear cultural attires such as of
tribes like the Hausa, Fulani, Igbo, Yoruba, ljaw, Itshekiri etc. The Babariga (voluminous robes), Kaftan, jabba,
gambari, dandogo, and gbariye are examples of Hausa, Fulani, Yoruba dresses. Zanna bukar, muhadu hanki and
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abeti aja are examples of Hausa and Yoruba caps. It is essential to promote Nigerian textiles and clothing styles
(Ayakoroma, 2013).

Nigerian indigenous cousines have outstaged many foreign ones — such are mama cass, mama Calabar etc,
located in New York, London and other European countries. Tsere (stick meat), roasted meat, suya, kilishi, iru,
ponmo, garri, dodo, pounded yam, fufu and other indigenous foods are presented in international markets but need
to be further re-packaged as more attractive and better nutritious.

Fura de nono (yoghurt and fresh milk) by Fulani pastoralist, kunu (millet juice), zobo (or isapa), Emu
funfun or mmanya ngwo (palm wine), abacha (indigeous salad), kokoro, dundu etc.

Sometimes cultural festivals are hosted such as “Valpo African fest: Wazobia Nigeria” organised by the
Valparaiso University in Indiana, USA (ibid). This was a special focus on Nigerian cultural heritage, as a prelude to
the opening of an African Cultural Institute in the university, Igbo day is celebrated in the USA, the Isaac Boro Day,
by the Deltans to promote the Nigerian identity. This is a channel of interface between Nigeria and the rest of the
world. These are avenues to promote Nigerian food, dress and indigenous languages, especially to future
generations of Diaspora Nigerians. Members of the Diaspora are a working provider of supporters whenever the
national football team is playing an away match. They complement the efforts of the teams supporters’ club (ibid).
The Nigerian Diaspora can further promote their ambassadorship through the use of Nigerian names for their
children and the promotion of Nigerian languages as medium of communications in Diaspora.

ETHNIC DIASPORA’S CONTRIBUTION TO DEVELOPMENT

For Nigeria, ethnicity is also reflected between groups in diaspora and stereotypical attitudes are presented
at workplaces and elsewhere showing negative acceptance issues. Ogula (2009, unpaged) noted that “more often
than not, Nigerians from different tribes in the same workplace show adversarial attitude towards one another. Some
go as far as presenting damaging portrait of other ethnic groups to their American/British co-workers and friends”.
Many Nigerians live and coalesce in the US along ethnic faultlines (ibid).

Nigerians in the US/UK Diaspora exist as a plethora of organizations formed by Nigerians, ranging from
traditional affinity organizations, village, town or ethnic associations, to alumni, old boys and girls associations and
a handfull of professional associations (ibid). These affiliations promote their ethnic groups and as a body
contribute to the development of their ethnic units and community, towns and villages. They sponsor village
festivals, build and renovate palaces, give scholarships and book and other forms of assistance to institutions that are
located within such targeted environments in Nigeria (this is corroborated by Alayetoro, His Royal Highness Oba
Ajayi and Olori Mary Ajayi, the Eyesorun of Ise EKiti, 2014 ).

This organisation/associations can futher be used to advance technological knowhow, facilitate knowledge
sharing and contribute more to industrial project and other developments in their homeland communities.
(Ogula,2009, Also corroborated by The Eyesorun of Ise Ekiti, Olori Mary Ajayi — interview 2014).

CONSTITUTIONAL CONSULTATION

There was an event held at Chatham House (an independent policy focused and research international
affairs organisation, based in the UK) on February. 27" 2013 titled “The Review of Nigeria’s 1999 constitution
Diaspora consultation (Fatusin, Untitled, Undated,Accessed 9/8/13). Though criticised for the fact that the Diaspora
Nigerians are disenfranchised, the Diaspora voting was earlier reviewed in February. 2006, as an item on the
Agenda of the National Political Reform Conference (NPRC). At this conference, series of events were organised
by several Diaspora organisations in the United Kingdom and USA, which campaigned for the right of every
Nigerian to vote, irrespective of residence or abode. Seven years later, the idea was thrown out by the lower and
upper house (ibid).

The consultation presented 43 key issues for review (subsumed) which subsumed section 77 (2) of the
voting rights, and included reservation of certain percentage of elective offices for women, creation of additional
states, immunity from prosecution, tenure of local government councillors and chairmen, provision for people with
disability etc. The current ongoing constitutional conference did not invite diaspora participation (ibid).

MEDICAL ASSISTANCE

Nigerians in the Diaspora often mobilized medical teams to Nigeria where medical fares, drugs, and clothes
worth millions of dollars are provided. Dr Yemisi Sokan, (2013), a diasporan based in Sorey, England, corroborated
this in an interview session during her visit to Nigeria for a family social function. Responding to a question on
verification purpose by researcher she answered:

Of course, | belongs to a medical professional association, and an old student
association (my Alma mater). We visit Nigeria for health care and have donated
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medical instruments to the University of Ibadan Teaching Hospital, we have also
given scholarships to intelligent students of my Alma matter. (Sokan, 2013).

The Nigerian Muslim Forum, UK and Africa Healthcare Development Trust provided free healthcare services to
some rural dwellers in Nigeria. In just two days, the joint effort of these two charities treated about 3,000 patients in
Kibiya Local Government of Kano State, using a total of eleven doctors from UK and Nigeria (Yusha’u Jameel M.)
((Contributions from Diaspora Nigerians, 2013). Visiting Diaspora Doctors have involved in tristate cardiovascular
surgery at the University of Ibadan, Babcock and Abuja, making important imputs into heart surgery operations in
Nigeria. It is also suggested that they can do transfer of skills whenever they visit home to do yearly voluntary work
in their localities to help the poor and the needy. They can also assist with their access to charities that provide
healthcare equipments and drugs at a highly subsidized rate (or even free) (This is corroborated by Dr Yemisi
Sokan, England, interview- 2013).

Nigerian Doctors in the Diaspora and other stakeholders converged in Abuja on September 5, 2012 to
brainstorm on how to actualize the transformation agenda of Jonathan administration in the health sector and also to
seek collaboration of the private sector to provide best healthcare delivery services in Nigeria(Health Minister Meets
Nigerian Diaspora Medical Doctors, 2013). To underscore the importance of foreign health missions by Diaspora
Doctors, the 55™ National Council on health directed that standard guidelines for the conduct of medical and foreign
missions be developed. This is to ensure proper data generation of the medical mission, proper assessment of
equipment donation and certification of all drugs, medicines imported as well as the activities of health professionals
from the Diaspora. This would improve trend, recognition and appreciation of the health professionals in Diaspora.
A memorandum of understanding was signed (MOU) between Nigerian Doctors in Diaspora and Federal
Government of Nigeria in 2012. (ibid)

In 2011, the Federal Government signed MOU with the Association of Nigerian Physicians in the America
(ANPA) and the Medical Association of Nigerian Specialists Across Great Britain (MANSAG). Subsequently,
members of the association have been involved in various activities in the development of the sector such as
education and training of undergraduates and Post graduates, medical students amongst others. Also, Nigerian
Nurses Charitable Association (NNCA) in the United Kingdom. Extended areas of interest was capacity building
and exchange of ideas between Nigerian Doctors and those at the Diaspora.(Health Minister Prof. Christian Chukwu
Has Called on Nigeria’s Health Professionals, 2013).

Special areas of impact was in good conduct and behaviour. Dr John Nwofia, a consultant interventional
psyciatrist and rehabilitation specialist, visit his home town, Aguleri in Anambra State, regularly on medical
missions(ibid). Dr Jimi Coker, (JIMI) a consultant General surgeon and coloproctologist, was in Nigeria to conduct
training for surgeons on how to use surgical staplers as a means of improving the quality of surgical operations in
Nigeria. He visits up to four times a year on large scale medical missions and pays his bill most of the time. He
performs free surgeries as part of a large medical mission. Jimi Coker is an example of a returnee diaspora, a
medical professional who established Hygeia Nigeria to create a chain of medical health care solutions of
international standard across Nigeria. It is funded by institutional and individual shareholders and started since
1984. Despite challenges, Coker believes the project is successful (Contributions from Diaspora Nigerians, 2013).

The Association of Nigerian Physicians in the USA regularly visit Nigeria to offer assistance to patients
and doctors in Nigeria(The Nigerian Diaspora, 2013). Recently, a group of Nigerian doctors led by Dr. Nurudeen
Olowopopo of Chicago embarked on a “medical mission of mercy.” Under the auspices of the strong and vibrant
Association of Nigerian Physicians in America and in collaboration with the Lagos State government. Dr.
Ferdinand Ofodile, a topmost black surgeon in the US also annually leads a medical team of surgeons on
humanitarian missions to Nigeria and elsewhere across the globe (Contributions from Diaspora Nigerians, 2013).

PROFESSIONAL DIASPORAS

The Nigerian professionals in the diaspora have set up several information sharing internet groups and
websites, where they exchange information mainly on Nigerian issues, experiences, job opportunities, and
information. Governments current efforts in several areas of the national life of Nigerians are also heavily
scrutinised, praised or criticised.(ibid)

The Vine Group (a professional association based in New York send books, computers, and scholarships to
higher institutions in Nigeria). In 2012, the group sent 10 scholarship awards to the Polytechnic Ibadan, 20 to the
Olabisi Onabanjo University in Ogun State, also 300,000 books, and fifty (50) computers to the Ibadan Polytechnic
and are working hard to do more. Other Nigerian groups from US and Britain formed a website:
nigeriavillagesquare.com. coordinated by the US based Nigerian Leadership Forum (NLF). They contributed
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money relieve to victims of the bomb blast at the Ikeja cantonment. They also contribute to individual health issues
reported via newspapers through another website: nigeriaworld.com.

DIASPORA REBUTTAL

On May 20™ and 21% 2006, the CNN premierred its feature programme, “How to rob a bank™ and it
profiled Nigeria in a negative portrayal, as criminals, NIDO President, Dr Ola Kasim immediately issued a rebuttal
condemning CNN on behalf of NIDO. Similarly, the American Jewish Committee also condemned CNN. This
synergy and support effectively helped as base for Nigerian Diaspora’s social and political agenda. (Hagher, 2009).
Hagher (2009) has reiterated that Diaspora Nigerians have often waged wars against homeland governments in the
past. The causes of this he attributed to their impatience and frustrations with the slow pace of change
(development) at home. He cited the military administration of General Sani Abacha as a case to mention. The
Nigerian Diaspora acting under the umbrella hame of Association of Nigerians Abroad, (ANA) waged a relentless
war to restore democracy. It worked in partnership with NADECO to solicit isolation by the hegemonic powers and
persuade Canada to sponsor Nigeria’s suspension from the Commonwealth.

The Diaspora’s affluence and influential attitude in host community intensify their ability to affect
homeland politics by influencing the perception and attitude of their host nation. Criticisms of Diasporans on the
internet are a veritable source of control if the diplomats, politicians and bureaucrats pay attention to them.

SOME INDIVIDUAL CONTRIBUTIONS

It is important to note that Nigerians in the Diaspora can fasttrack the nation’s development. Individuals in
the diaspora (USA and UK) have contributed their quota to national development. Such include but are not limited
to Mr Eribor Okogun 34, business consultant, who studied in Britain and held a job with Transport for London, the
government body that runs London transport system, he returned in 2003 to work for the Transnational Corporation
of Nigeria PLC. Francisca Chiedu, a Nigerian Masters student at the Robert Gordon University, United Kingdom
became the Student Union President in 2012, Dr Wole Sobayejo, a Nigerian-American Professor of Mechanical and
Aerospace engineer at Princeton is the President of the African University of Science and Technology in Abuja,
such investments in Nigeria’s engineering talent are facilitating cutting edge innovation to benefit both Africa and
the world(Contributions from Diaspora Nigerians, 2013).

In support of primary education in Nigeria, a couple Ifeanyi Ochei and wife Omolara, since 2008 have
supported primary education in Ugbodu, a rural village in Delta State. They awarded scholarships to indigent pupils
and provided educational resources for the primary school in the village. Such were teaching aids, reference books,
notebooks, textbooks, and writing materials for the pupils. This has enabled the creation of a Resource Centre in the
school, Ohe primary school, Ugbodu. This school was linked with a London primary school (Michael Faraday
School) (Supporting Primary Education in Nigeria, Undated).

The story however is not all golden. Diaspora returnees are not always successfully reabsorbed sometimes
this can be referred to as brain waste. Some Diaspora returnees were not able to gain employment nor were they
able to start any form of business for self-sustainance. Such diaspora citizens usually return to migration destination
after a period of frustration (Oral interview, Grace Owoeye, 2013).

Hagher (2009) identified challenges to Diaspora rapid response to national development. Such are security
issues, health issues, bureaucracy (in transactions). Remittance hitches like failed banks, corruption, misuse by
relations, challenges in host countries, anti-social Diaspora (i.e. biafra resorgimento, Niger Delta separatist self
deterministic armed rebellion support, support for homosexuality, desperate refugee and assylum seekers with
negative stories etc.

Negative Diaspora contributions include helping politicians in money laundering, and to buy choice
property abroad, to get favour for fat contracts. There are also cases of political appointments that are unrelated to
diaspora professions, 419 scam, harlottery and trafficking in money, illegal goods, drugs and human. This challenge
notwithstanding, this research have been able to establish some facts, these are that diaspora Nigerians in the UK
and US have interest in contributing to Nigerian’s development, that Nigerians in Diaspora keep contact and source
information about their homeland. That Nigerians in the UK and US Diaspora have made several concerted efforts
to assist the country in her development especially in the area of remittances and poverty alleviaton. That Nigerians
in the UK and USA are still interested in further involvement in the country’s development agenda and, at levels of
governance, have partnered with the Nigerian leaders and traditional institutions to assist in the country’s
development.
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(interview; Femi Adefolaju, SSA Diaspora, EKkiti State, 2011- 2014, in 2013,Ambassador Tunde Adeniran,2014,
HRN Alayetoro of Ayetoro Ekiti ,2013).Why then does the country continue to experience low ebb development?
Why are diaspora contributions not visible to all? These points are to be verified in chapter seven through analysis of
questionnaires.

OBSTACLES AND CHALLENGES OF DIASPORA’S CONTRIBUTIONS

Ventures Africa (undated) listed obstacles that discourage Diaspora Nigerians from returning home such as,
bad political climate, full of corruption and lack of transparency, lack of informal structure, no stable power supply,
no arable and well-distributed water system, no good road network. The returnee Diasporas are inhibited by lack of
touch with the system. There is no good source of information and representation, like India and China.

The Nigerian government representation of Diaspora is considered redundant and the Diaspora groups are
lousy with power struggle and the comfort of the Diaspora compared to Nigeria. Further, challenges to investment
in homeland by diasporas include Bureaucratic bottleneck, lack of political consistency (noted by the vice president,
Yemi Osinbajo, 2015), lack of trust, little or no infrastructural development, and lack of good representation,
insecurity, corruption, piracy, violence, militias, bad governance and terrorism. All these have led some to conclude
that Nigeria is a failing state.

In addition, respondents complained about the attitude of friends and relatives who believe Diasporas are
money bags to be exploited (Engineer Ademola, 2014, Owoeye, 2015, Adikwu, 2014). Many noted how funds
transferred home are embezzled or mismanaged by family members or friends and sometimes contractors.
Ogunyemi (2013) recorded that the impact of remittances is mostly felt at a micro-economic level and can only be
felt at macro levels when used for investment.

To Adams (2010), factors of inhibition to the success of Diaspora development interventions include
poverty, lack of capital, god fatherism, political hurdles of opponents of development, and the Nigerian socio-
cultural milieu (i.e. unwilling attitude of home based Nigerians due to envy, exploitation and greed) which the
country can overcome through dedication and determination in collaboration.

On the side of the Diasporas, corrupt Diasporas assist Nigerian politicians and government officials launder
stolen money leading to desiccation of Nigerian’s image and duplicity. Most diasporas (Eng Adepoju, 2/6/14,
Olowomehin 2/3/13, Gladys Umeh, 2/5/13) emphasize that official corruption is the most notable economic disaster
of the nation. A correction of the social policy is a fundamental task that goes to the root of the prevailing unjust
economic order. Segun Sango, General Secretary, Democratic Socialist Movement emphasized that it is an
assignment that goes beyond the scope of periodic but highly expensive prosecution of few individuals which is the
stock in trade of capitalist governments in the world over (Sango cited in Adams, 2010). He further noted that,
Corruption and bad governance are the duo bane of Nigeria’s socio-economic and political progress. The
recommended solutions to the powers that be on how to combat these epileptic barriers attracts no concern or are at
most minimized, because the government and its cronies are the same people that perpetrate and facilitate the
atrocity that retards the growth of the Nation (Cited in Adams, 2010).

The Jimi Coker (a returnee medical professional) experience illustrates the little expertise and frustration in
Diaspora development intervention. Challenges of personal and institutional cost, little professional ethics of
Nigerian health care providers and Nigerian attitude to their health in addition to poverty and ignorance are noted to
be the clog in the wheal of progress.

An interesting new dimension to challenges is the current trend in xenophobia (South Africa, the EU and the
USA (in the wake of Donald Trump Campaign opinion) which provide cases of interest on migration receptivity.
Importantly also is the negative aspect of globalization such as, shrinking territoriality and internet scam and
terrorism. Challenges notwithstanding the Diaspora present a good avenue to assist the socio-political and economic
development of the Nation.

HOW TO OVERCOME THE CHALLENGES

The essence of Research and scholarship is to provide solutions to observed problems. The harmonized
recommendations of this research work therefore are:
A Facilitation of improved bilateral relations with Britain and America is essential. This is most important because it
will provide the enabling environment for resident Diasporas to pay attention to homeland, as policies of the country
of residence will be favourable. Exploring the Diaspora advantages needs concerted efforts. Nigeria should do
everything to attract the Diaspora by promoting the ideological and institutional arrangement for improved relations
e.g. establishing a special institute for research on Nigeria and Diaspora cooperation. There should be a creation
support structures needed to encourage return migration e.g. “Visa for life”.
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There should be policy continuity by successive administrations e.g. good policies introduced by earlier
governments such as the 2007 “Citizen Diplomacy” to address the prevalent incidents of alleged abuse and
persecution of Nigerians in different parts of the world should be sustained. This is most important and necessary, to
create good socio-political and economic environments such as: development of infrastructure, provision of good
governance structures-positive public policies etc. This is to encourage Diaspora Nigerians to invest in industrial
development. The 300billion Diaspora bond in 2016(cited on The Diaspora, NTA international, on Thursday 26"
June, 2016) could be used for proper diversification of mining agriculture and infrastructural development. Israel
started in the 1930s and within thirty years had a story of success. India, China and Pakistan are also reference
points.

Potential importance of remittance flows as veritable instrument for national development is not adequately
exploited. It is noted also that using such measures to finance housing development and as security by involved
banks to raise international loans are not exploited. It is suggested that there is an urgent need to put in place
appropriate policies and strategies for maximizing the benefits arising from remittances i.e switch from remittances
to real investments especially in the development of infrastructure. Diasporas should be encouraged to emphasize
culture and language to generations of their children to avoid what Soludo (2010) referred to as the bleaching
syndrome — distancing oneself from the root by language, and names dropping. It is important that the Diaspora
portend themselves as cultural ambassadors, not only in music, dressing and films, but also in the area of cultural
transmission. Such are, in respect for the aged, upholding family values and promoting value for hard work.

The creation of an effective anti-graft legislation on corruption, enthroning good governance, probity, and
transparency and the creation of the necessary environment for trust needed by diasporas to place their hard earned
funds for assistance in development. Corrupt Diasporas who assist Nigerian politicians and government officials
launder stolen money should be reprimanded and made to stop the image desiccation and duplicity. New
areas of investment in development include water conservation and recycling, food borne diseases, ecology of the
Atlantic coast, drought, forecasting and management, sustainable agriculture. These new innovations are
particularly important diaspora resource from the USA and the UK. There is need to use Diaspora innovation to
leverage the British American Diaspora members to serve as mentors and experts. The Nigerian Diaspora can be
used to develop stronger bonds with other nations through their civil societies, business leaders, religious
communities, professionals, women and minorities.

Diasporas hold important positions in private sector wealth and asset management, mergers and acquisition,
corporate finance, strategic management, fixed income, private banking, and venture capital, Wall Street etc.
private businesses such as property development, real estate, and construction firms amongst others. Professionals
listing areas can exploit advantages to benefit homeland. Relevant input in this field it is noted, will include: to
harness access to cutting edge research that can translate to big time business, access to capital, personal wealth,
international finance market — micro financing (gathering of funds by a few Diaspora Nigerians for specific
business venture, international expansion of Nigeria business (marketing, production and financing), and
establishment of joint businesses on both sides.

From the United States and United Kingdom, there is annual team visits to different parts of Nigeria such
teams have visited Imo, Abia, Ondo, EKkiti, Osun states amongst others, attending to patients on probono basis. Areas
of need include: establishment of a well-structured system of referrals between doctors at home and Diaspora
doctors, establishment of telemedicine between both sides, assisting doctors at home to access new treatment
procedures, facilitating exposure of doctors at home to the state of the art facilities abroad, joint organization of
treatment of rare cases abroad where home doctors can be exposed to such procedures, Diaspora doctors
volunteering time at hospitals, at home to perform procedures and teach health workers, assisting both government
and private hospitals to source equipments that are functional to the stage of the nation’s development (this has
happened in pocket of cases, but should be further encouraged). It could be hospital equipment’s that have been
discarded and still functional which can be sent to hospitals for free.

CONCLUSION

The need to benefit from its Diasporas is an important compendium for Nigeria as in other developing countries.
Some factors however constitute hindrances to the efforts of the Diaspora. These factors include but are not limited
to corruption, lack of infrastructure, lack of good governance, challenges facing democratic sustenance, amongst
others. In the face of such challenges, this paper provides recommendations such as facilitation of improved bilateral
relations with Britain and America, effective partnership between the Diaspora and the country requires establishing
a special institute for research on Nigeria and Diaspora cooperation, policy continuity by successive administrations.
The creation of an effective anti-graft legislation on corruption, an enthroning of good governance, probity, and
transparency and the creation of the necessary environment for trust needed by Diasporas to place their hard earned
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funds for assistance in development. (This will be at family and governmental levels). The paper focused on the
American and British Diaspora Nigerians.
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