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ABSTRACT: Achieving a Professor‟s degree is the dream of almost everybody, especially the academics 

people. This is because in the education, the title of Professor is the priveleged honorary degree.   This study 

aims to investigate and describe the various transitivity processes employed by Joko Widodo's speech, 

particularly during the inauguration of Megawati Soekarnoputri as a Professor. This study based on systemic 

functional linguistics. The descriptive qualitative methodology was used in this study. The information was 

obtained from the YouTube link. The data were Joko Widodo's utterances while delivering the speech, which 

totaled 73 data points. The data analysis was carried outby using interactive model data analysis. The findings of 

this study show that the use of the types of transitivity processes was different for each type. Joko Widodo in 

delivering his speech used the material process the most dominant in his speech, followed by the relational 

process, the behavioral process, the mental process, the verbal process, and the existential process. The results of 

this study show that Joko Widodo hopes that Megawati Soekarnoputri as a Professor will take steps and actions 

that can contribute to the advancement of the Indonesian nation. This can be seen from the most dominant use of 

material processes related to physical actions and concrete actions of a professor who is expected to be able to 

give the Indonesian nation a change in a better direction. 
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I.                        INTRODUCTION 

  Speech is a medium of conveying information that is done orally. In delivering the speech, the 

presenter of the speech wants the listeners to understand the purpose of the speech delivered. In delivering the 

speech, it is needed an easy and clear language to be understood by the listeners. The focus of this study is the 

speech that was delivered by Joko Widodo as President of the Republic of Indonesia at the inauguration 

ceremony of Megawati Soekarnoputri as Professor at Universitas Pertahanan Republik Indonesia. The focuses 

of this study‟s analysis are to investigate and describe the use of the types of transitivity processes that exist in 

Joko Widodo's speech. This needs to be known and analyzed to see the direction and expectations of Joko 

Widodo as President of the Republic of Indonesia to Megawati Sokernoputri who was confirmed as Professor. 

There are some studies that have been done by some researchers in dealing with the analysis of transitivity 

process such as: Isti‟anah (2019), Sihura (2019), Yanti (2020), Fitri (2021), Siahaan (2021). From the 

previous studies that have been mentioned, none of them analyzed the speech of Joko Widodo in the 

inauguration of Megawati Soekarnoputri as a Professor. Therefore, this study fills the gaps and gives the 

contributions for readers to know more about transitivity process in speech. 

The objective of this study attempts to investigate and to describe the types of process that were used 

by Joko Widodo in his speech especially in the inauguration of Megawati Soekarnoputri as a Professor by 

implementing the theory of Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL). It is hoped that this study gives theoretically 

significances in the development of the theory of SFL especially in the speech field. Practically, this study gives 

knowledge and references for the speakers in delivering their speech in order to give clear information in their 

speech. This study also useful for readers to know and understand more in dealing with transitivity process and 

can be applied in delivering the speech. 

http://www.ajhssr.com/
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II.                        REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

  In systemic functional linguistics is known the term of language metafunction that consisting of three 

functions of language, namely: ideational functions that include experiential functions and logical functions, 

interpersonal functions, and textual function. These three language functions are interrelated in the delivery of 

information to the listener or to the reader. The ideational function serves to represent and express ideas, 

human‟s experience. Meanwhile, an interpersonal function is used to represent and express the interaction of 

human experience. Furthermore, textual functions are served to convey the message of the human‟s experience 

to be coherence and cohesive message in a whole unity. 

This study, focused on the analysis of ideational functions which consist of interpersonal functions that 

discuss transitivity. In transitivity systems, there are three categories: actors, processes, and circumstance. The 

transitivity of the system focuses more on the use of verbs in the delivery of messages or human experience. It is 

characterized by the use of the process in sentences. Therefore, Halliday (2014) states that there are 6 types of 

processes: material processes, mental processes, behavioral processes, verbal processes, existential processes, 

relational processes. These six processes have different functions. Material function is concerned with the 

physical activities of humans, mental function is related to the process of feeling, behavioral processes related to 

physiological and psychological activities of humans that express behavior, verbal function is related to the 

activity of verbal delivery of information, the existing process is related to the existence of an entity, and 

relational processes related to processes that connect one entity with another entity. Table 2.1 show the types of 

transitivity process that proposed by Halliday (2014). 

 

 
 

This study attempts to investigate the types of transitivity process that were used by Joko Widodo in his 

speech in the inauguration of Megawati Soekarnoputri as a Professor. Some scholars have been done the 

analysis of transitivity. Isti‟anah (2019) analyzed transitivity process in novel entitled The Bookseller of Kabul. 

The analysis found that only five transitivity process used in that novel namely: mental process, material 

process, relational process, verbal process and behavioral process. Sihura (2019) analyzed transitivity process in 

movie entitled Frozen. This research found that the six types of transitivity process were used in that movie in 

various occurrences namely: mental process, material process, relational process, verbal process and existential 

process. Yanti (2020) conducted a study to investigate transitivity process in Ritual Teks Tawur Sasih Kesanga. 

The result of this study found there were five types of transitivity process were used namely: material process, 

relational process, behavioral process, mental process, and existential process. Fitri (2021) analyzed 

transitivity process in Indonesian judicial text. This study shows that material process is dominantly used 

followed by mental process and existential process. Siahaan (2021) investigated transitivity process in religion 

text and lyrics song text. This study found that the six types of transitivity process were used in religion text 

and lyrics song text which is material process is most dominantly used in both of the text. 

In relation to the previous studies mentioned, these studies analyze the transitivity process, but differ in this 

research regarding the research topic. This research focuses on speech analysis. Furthermore, this study tries to 

explore the use of the transitivity process used by Joko Widodo in delivering his speech at the inauguration of 

Megawati Soekarnoputri as a professor. 

  

III.                        RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

  The research method in this study is a descriptive qualitative. The object of this study is the speech that 

delivered by Joko Widodo as the President of Republic of Indonesia in the inauguration ceremony of Megawati 

Soekarnoputri as a Professor. The speech that was analyzed obtained from the YouTube Channel, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FollneAd_0w. The data for this study were the statements of the speech of 
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Joko Widodo. The speech was downloaded and then transcribed into a written text to reveal the data in the 

speech. There were 73 data that were analyzed to determine the use of the transitivity process in Joko Widodo's 

speech. The data collection and analysis technique of this research uses an interactive model of data analysis 

proposed by Miles, Hubberman, and Saldana (2014:10) as shown in Figure 3.1 below. 

 
Data analysis was carried out systematically based on the stages of Miles, Huberman and Saldana (2014:10), as 

shown in Figure 3.1. After the data is collected, the data is reduced or compressed by removing some data that is 

not used as data. Then, look at the data in the table. The next step is to interpret the data and then provide 

conclusions. 

  

IV.                        RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

  From the analysis carried out in this study, it was found that the result of using the types of transitivity 

processes in Joko Widodo's speech at the inauguration of Megawati Soekarnoputri as a teacher was different for 

each type. The various occurrences of each type of transitivity process are shown in Table 4.1 below. 

 

Table 4.1 Occurrences of Transitivity Process 

No.   Types of Process Occurrences 

1. Material Process   25 

2. Relational Process   16 

3. Behavioral Process   14 

4. Mental Process   13 

5. Verbal Process   3 

6. Existential Process   2 

    Total 73 

 

Table 4.1 shows that in Joko Widodo's speech the material process was mainly used, with the occurrences occur 

25 times. After the material process, the next processes used by Joko Widodo are the relational process 16 

times, the behavioral process 14 times, the mental process 13 times, the verbal process 3 times, and the 

existential process 2 times. 

  

Material Process 

Material process is dealing with the using of verb that construe about creating, changing, doing, and acting 

(Halliday, 2014: 213 – 217). The material process that found in Joko Widodo‟s speech was 25 data. Illustration 

of material process analysis is shown below. 
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 From clauses (1) and (2), it was shown that Joko Widodo used material process to demonstrate of doing 

and acting. Clause (1), the material process shown by the using of verb „confered‟ and clause (2) the material 

process shown by the using of verb „has given‟. It is indicated that Joko Widodo‟s speech shown the process of 

doing and acting. 

  

Relational Process 

Relational process is the process that construe about attributing, identifying and symbolizing (Halliday, 2014: 

213 – 217). In other words, relational processes are concerned with the process of connecting identities. There 

were 16 data that found in this study. The representation of the analysis of relational process was shown below. 

 
The relational processes consisting of clauses (3) and (4) are "is" and "become". This relational process is linked 

between two identities. The first identity of clauses (3) and (4) is "Megawati Soekarnoputri" and the second 

identity is "a strategic leader" and "a symbol of courage". 

  

    Behavioral Process 

Behavioral processes are processes related to physiological and psychological activities related to human 

physical behavior (Halliday, 2014: 213 – 217). This behavioral process is related to human behavior. The 

behavioral process in Joko Widodo's speech consists of 14 data. The representation of the analysis of behavioral 

process was shown below. 

 
Clauses (5) and (6) shown that the behavioral process are “always on standby” and “face”. This behavioral 

process is the third dominated usage in Joko Widodo‟s speech. Joko Widodo in delivering his speech attempts to 

related one identity to another identity by using the relational process. 

  

    Mental Process 

Mental process is related to the process of seeing, feeling and thinking. Some examples of mental process are 

loving, thinking, knowing. In this study, the mental processes consist of 13 data. The representation of the 

analysis of relational process was shown below. 

 
Mental processes in clauses (7) and (8) are „hope‟ and „love‟. Mental process in Jokowi Widodo‟s speech is the 

fourth dominantly used in the inauguration of Megawati Soekarnoputri as a Professor. This mental process 

shows that Jokowi Widodo in delivering his speech realize the process of seeing, feeling and thinking. 
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Verbal Process 

Verbal process is concerned to process of saying. It means that verbal process related to the activity process in 

giving information. In this study, it was found that there were 3 data that shown verbal process. The examples of 

the analysis of verbal process in this study were shown below. 

 
From clause (9) and (10) shows that verbal process is „say‟. This verbal process is the fifth dominantly used in 

Joko Widodo‟s speech. Verbal process in this study only occurs in 3 times when Joko Widodo delivered his 

speech in the inauguration of Megawati Soekarnoputri as a Professor. 

 

 

Existential Process 

Existential process is the process that indicates the existent of one entity. In this study, only 2 data of 

information about the existential process were found. This showed that the existential process in Joko Widodo's 

speech is used in the less used transitivity process. The analysis data of this existential process is presented 

below. 

  

Existential Process 

 Existential process that was shown in clauses (11) and (12) is “to be”. This indicated the existent of entity in the 

clauses. This existential process is between material and relational process (Halliday, 2014: 213 – 217). This 

process is the sixth dominant process that used in Joko Widodo‟s speech.  

From the results and the data analysis, show that Joko Widodo predominantly used material processes in his 

speech. Joko Widodo wants and expects Megawati Soekornoputri to make an action and a contribution for 

Indonesia in order to increase Indonesia's progress in the future. It is also shown that the six types of transitivity 

process were used by Joko Widodo in his speech. The six types of transitivity processes have different 

percentages from each other, as shown in Figure 4.1 below. 
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From Figure 4.1 it can be seen that the existential process (3%) is used less dominantly and the material process 

(34%) is the most widely used by Joko Widodo in delivering his speech at the inauguration of Megawati 

Soekarnoputri as a professor. While the other types are relational processes consisting of 22%, behavioral 

processes consisting of 19%, mental processes consisting of 18%, and verbal processes consisting of 4%. 

  

V.                        CONCLUSION 

  Based on the results and discussion in this study, it is concluded that the six type of transitivity process 

that proposed by Halliday (2014) are used by Joko Widodo in his speech in the inauguration of Megawati 

Soekarnoputri as a Professor. The occurrences of the six type of transitivity process that are used by Joko 

Widodo are various in each types. It means that Joko Widodo in delivering his speech give a variety of process 

in delivering the information in his speech. From the six types of transitivity that are used, material process is 

predominantly used by Joko Widodo followed by the other types of transitivity process such as relational 

process, behavioral process, mental process, verbal process, and existential process. Material process is 

dominantly used by Joko Widodo, it shows that Joko Widodo in delivering his speech want to emphasize that as 

a Professor must have an action that will be given to the progress of education in Indonesia. Joko Widodo also 

emphasizes that Megawati Soekarnoputri as a Professor should give a big contribution for Indonesia and also for 

Universitas Pertahanan Republik Indonesia. 

From this study, it is hoped that there will be a further research that discuss about Joko Widodo‟speech 

in different analysis beside transitivity process analysis. It is recommended to do more analysis about the 

modality, theme structure or another analysis that related to the linguistics field. This is accordance with the 

information that will be delivered in the speech. The information should be clear and understandable by the 

listeners. This study hopes give a contribution in the real life application and educational environment especially 

in language field. 
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